May 26, 2009 PROP 8 Ruling

COMMUNITIES OF COLOR STATEMENT RE PROP 8 DECISION

As organizations that represent or work with diverse racial and ethnic communities in
California, or allies of such organizations, we issue the following statement in response to the
California Supreme Court's decision in the lawsuits to stop the implementation of Proposition 8:

We are extremely saddened that the Supreme Court chose to uphold Proposition 8 and allow
blatant discrimination to be written into the state Constitution. As people of color, we are disturbed
that the highest court in our state would abandon its responsibility to ensure that all groups are
treated equally under the state Constitution. Despite the structural protections that should prevent
the initiative power from being used this way, the Supreme Court has allowed a simple majority
vote to strip away the rights of a protected minority group. We fear not only for lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender members of our communities, but for all people of color and other
vulnerable minority groups regardless of sexual orientation. We vow to restore marriage equality to
California and to make our state a place that guarantees equality and justice for all.

However, we applaud the Supreme Court for ruling that the marriages entered into by the
November 4th vote remain valid. Many of our community members are among the 18,000 couples
who were able to marry in California between June and November 2008, and we are thrilled that
they will continue to be treated equally to all other married couples in this state. We believe it is
important that the Court understood that married lesbian and gay couples relied upon the rule of
law, and that basic rights must not be granted temporarily and then retroactively taken away.
However, it is bittersweet to uphold the 18,000 existing marriages while treating all other same-sex
couples inequally.

Grupos de diversas etnicidades v razas responden con una voz a la decision de
la Corte Suprema vy la Proposicion 8

Como organizaciones que representan y trabajan con diversas comunidades étnicas y raciales de
California, ofrecemos este comentario en respuesta a la decision de la Corte Suprema de California
sobre los casos que intentaban detener la implementacion de la Proposicion 8:

Estamos extremadamente tristes que la Corte Suprema escogié mantener en efecto a Proposicién 8 y dejar
que la fragrante discriminacion sea escrita en nuestra constitucion estatal. Como personas de diversas
etnicidades y razas, nos perturba que la corte mas alta del estado abandone su responsabilidad de asegurar
que todos los grupos sean tratados igualmente bajo la constitucién. A pesar de las protecciones estructurales
que deberian haber prevenido que el sistema de iniciativa se use de esta manera, la corte dejé que un simple
voto de mayoria le quitara los derechos a una minoria protegida. Sentimos que estan en peligro, no solo las
personas gays, lesbianas, bisexuales y transgéneros de nuestra comunidad, sino también todos los grupos
minoritarios vulnerables, sin importar sus orientaciones sexuales. Nosotros juramos restaurar la igualdad
de derechos matrimoniales a California para asegurar que nuestro estado sea un lugar donde existe la
garantia de igualdad y justicia para todos.

Aplaudimos a la Corte Suprema por decidir que los matrimonios civiles formados antes del 4 de noviembre
seguiran validos. Muchos de las personas de nuestras comunidades estan entre las 18,000 parejas quienes se
pudieron casar entre junio y noviembre del 2008 y estamos felices que seguiran siendo tratadas igual que
todas las otras parejas casadas por el civil en nuestro estado. Creemos de vital importancia que la corte
entendid que las parejas lesbianas y gays que se casaron basaron sus acciones en la ley y que los derechos
basicos no deben ser otorgados y despues retroactivamente quitados.
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CUA CONG PONG DA MAU VE DU LUAT 8

Nhuw cic t6 chific dai dién cho nhicu ching toc va sic dan khdc nhau cua Ticu Bang

California, chiing t61 dé don dé phan wng lai sy viéc cia Toa An Toi Cao trong suw viéc
hiu mong dirng viéc thire hién D Luat 8:

Chiing t6i rat bin khoin ring Téa An di quyét dinh gii¥ nguyén Dv Luit 8 dé
cho phép durde quyén phin biét déi xit dirde ghi vao Hién Phip cia Tiéu Bang.
La ngudi da mau, chiing téi lo ling ring tda 4n cao nhit cia Ti€u Bang ctia
chiing t6i sé& tir chéi traich nhiém clia minh la khéng dam bao cho cic nhém dé
dirde @i xit binh ding theo Hién Phdp cia Ti€u Bang. Luit phdp phai drgc
bio vé va phaingin chin khéng cho sit dung sitc manh cho viéc nay. Téa An
T&i Cao di cho phép sé déng, bau chon va trde di quyén han cia mét nhém
thi€u sé can duwde bio vé. Chiing t6i lo 4u khéng chi cho mét nhém thi€u s6 ma
la cho tit cd moi sic tdc thi€u 58 s& dé bi tén thirdng vé khuynh hiéng tinh duc.
Chiing t6i ¢d ging dé khéi phuc lai quyén binh ding hén nhin cia ngwdi din
ti€u bang California d€ ddi lai céng 1y va ddm bio quyén binh ding cho moi
nguroi.

Chiing t61 phan khdi theo 1énh ciia Toa An Téi Cao cho rang hén nhin tmrdc
ngay 4 thang 11 dwdce danh gid vAn hdp 1&. Nhiéu ngudi trong sé thinh vién ciia
céng dong trong 18.000 cip di thanh hén cé thé lap gia dinh tai California tr
thang sdu cho dén thang mudi 2008, va ching t6i rit mong mudn ho tép mc
dirde @61 xit binh ding, cling nh cho tit cd nhitng cip &3 hén nhin trong thi
gian va tinh trang nay. Chiing téi tin riing diéu quan trong la tda an hi€u ring
cidc cip Pong tinh Nit, Nam theo ding quy dinh ciia phap luat, va ring cdc
quyén cin bin khéng dude cip phép tam thdi hay twdc di cta ho.

Endorsed by; Endorsado por; K| X|EFAll; | ZpermimopLr s -

CoNorODE

Actors' Equity Association, AFL-CIO

Adelante Magazine

American Indian Changing Spirits

API Equality — LA

API Equality - Northern California

Applied Research Center

Art | Global Health Center, UCLA

Asian American Action Fund of California

Asian American Bar Association of the Greater Bay Area

10. Asian American Justice Center

11. Asian American Studies Center, UCLA

12. Asian Communities for Reproductive Justice

13. Asian Law Alliance

14. Asian Law Caucus

15. Asian Pacific AIDS Intervention Team

16. Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Los Angeles County
17. Asian Pacific American Dispute Resolution Center

18. Asian Pacific American Legal Center

19. Asian Pacific Americans for Progress
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20. Asian Pacific Bar Association of Silicon Valley

21. Asian Pacific Coalition, UCLA

22. Asian Pacific Islander Family Pride

23. Asian Pacific Islander Law Student Association

24. Asian Pacific Islander Legal Outreach

25. Asian Pacific Islander Parents & Friends of Lesbians and Gays
26. Asian Pacific Islander Pride Council

27. Asian Pacific Islander Queer Women and Transgender Community
28. Asian Pacific Islander Social Work Caucus, UCLA School of Public Affairs
29. Asian Pacific Policy & Planning Council

30. Asian Women's Shelter

31. Asian/Pacific Islander Queer Women/Transgender Activists
32. Bay Area American Indian Two-Spirits

33. Bay Area Lawyer's For Individual Freedom

34. Bayard Rustin LGBT Coalition

35. Bienestar

36. CALAFIA, LGBT Scholarship Fund

37. California Council of Churches

38. California Council of Churches IMPACT

39. California Faith for Equality

40. California Latinas for Reproductive Justice

41. Cardea Center for Woman

42. The Center Long Beach

43. Center for Transformative Change

44. Central American Resource Center

45. Charles Houston Bar Association - Bay Area

46. Chinese for Affirmative Action

47. Chinese Progressive Association - San Gabriel Valley

48. Chinese Rainbow Association

49. Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles

50. Consumer Attorneys of San Diego

51. Courage Campaign

52. East Bay La Raza Lawyers Association

53. Equal Justice Society

54. Equal Roots Coalition

55. Equality California

56. Equality Network

57. Fong & Chun

58. The Friends of Port Chicago National Memorial

59. Gamba Adisa Quilombo

60. Gay & Leshian Alliance Against Defamation

61. Gay Asian Pacific Alliance

62. Gay Asian Pacific Support Network

63. Gay Straight Alliance, Temple City High School

64. Here To Stay Coalition

65. HONOR Political Action Committee

66. Hyphen Magazine

67. InnerCity Struggle

68. Instituto de Educacién Popular del Sur de California

69. Japanese American Bar Association of Greater Los Angeles
70. Japanese American Citizens League - Northern California, Western Nevada, Pacific District
71. Japanese American Citizens League - Pacific Southwest District
72. Jia Lan Foundation

73. John M. Langston Bar Association

74. Jordan Rustin Coalition

75. Khmer Girls in Action

76. Korean American Bar Association of Northern California
77. Korean American Bar Association of Southern California
78. Korean Community Center of the East Bay

79. Korean Resource Center

80. Koreatown Immigrant Workers Alliance

81. Lambda Legal

82. La Raza Centro Legal

83. La Raza Law Students Association, UCLA School of Law
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84. Laotian American National Alliance - California Chapter

85. Latina Lawyers Bar Association

86. Latino Equality Alliance

87. Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights of the San Francisco Bay Area
88. Legal Aid Society of San Francisco - Employment Law Center
89. Lesbian and Gay Lawyers Association of Los Angeles

90. Liberty Hill Foundation

91. Long Beach Equality

92. Los Angeles Center for Law & Justice

93. Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Center

94. Love = Love

95. Mexican American Bar Association of Los Angeles County
96. Mexican American Legal Defense & Educational Fund

97. Minority Bar Coalition (San Francisco)

98. Multicultural Bar Alliance of Southern California

99. Multi-ethnic Immigrant Worker Organizing Network

100. National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum

101. National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum - Bay Area
102. National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum - Los Angeles Chapter
103. National Black Justice Coalition

104. National Center for Lesbian Rights

105. National Gay & Lesbian Task Force

106. National Korean American Service and Education Consortium
107. OCA - Greater Los Angeles Chapter

108. O-Méi

109. Outd4lmmigration

110. OUTIlaw, UCLA School of Law

111. Pacific Pride Foundation

112. Philippine American Bar Association

113. Pilipino Workers Center

114. Pride At Work, AFL-CIO, Los Angeles Chapter

115. Promotions West

116. Roots of Equality

117. Sacramento Gay & Lesbian Center

118. Satrang

119. Services, Immigrant Rights, and Education Network

120. Shades of Equality Coalition

121. SilverLake Hollywood Echo Park Metro Alliance

122. Somos Familia

123. Somos Mayfair

124. Song That (Radio Program)

125. Soul of Pride - San Francisco

126. South Asian Bar Association - Northern California

127. South Asian Bar Association — Sacramento

128. South Asian Bar Association - Southern California

129. South Asian Network

130. Southeast Asian Community Alliance

131. Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Greater Los Angeles
132. Southwest Asian and North African Bay Area Queers

133. STOP AIDS Project

134. Students of Color in Action, USC

135. The United People of Color Caucus of the National Lawyers Guild
136. Vietnamese American Bar Association of Northern California
137. Visual Communications

138. The Wall Las Memorias

139. Women's Creative Collective for Change

140. World Pride & Power Organization

141. World Trust Educational Services

*Special thanks to the following groups for their assistance in translating this statement:
API Equality, Asian Pacific Islander Legal Outreach, Chinese for Affirmative Action, Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation, Koreatown Immigrant Workers Alliance, PALS for Health, and Southeast Asian Community Center.
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