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 If your foster parents will not accept your 
gender identity or sexual orientation and 
you feel unsafe, you have the right to 
be moved to another placement.

 You have the right to get the same ser-
vices, care, placement, treatment, and 
benefits as all foster youth. You can’t 
be treated differently because 
of your sexual orientation, gender 
identity, race, sex, physical or mental 
disability, or because you are HIV+.

 You have the right to use a safe bath-
room where you are not harassed. 
You can’t be forced to use a bathroom 
that doesn’t feel right for you.

 No one can harass you, tease 
you, or hurt you because of your 

sexual orientation, gender identity, race, 
sex, physical or mental disability, or because 
you are HIV+.

 If you are being harassed or
   threatened by other youth, the group 

home administrator or social worker must 
do something to stop it. 

 No one can physically, sexually, or
      emotionally abuse you.

 If other youth in your placement can date, 
you can, too.

 You have the right to have friends and 
mentors outside of the foster care system, 
including LGBT youth and adults.

 You have the right to go to activities for LGBT 
youth like a gay prom, LGBT youth groups, 
and GSA meetings.

 No one can look through your things
unless they have a good and legal reason.

 You have the right to participate in religious 
activities, and you have the right to choose 
your religion and how you practice it. You also 
have the right not to participate in religious 
activities if you don’t want to.
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 You have the right to cut and style your 
hair and wear clothes that make sense 
for your gender expression.

 You have the right to use the name and 
pronoun that makes you feel comfortable, 
and foster care providers have to respect your 
choice.

 You have the right to safe medical care 
that is right for you.

 You have the right to call the State 
Ombudsperson (1-877-846-1602) or 
the Community Care Licensing Division in 
your region if your rights have been violated. 
You have the right to confidentiality about 
what you say, and to be protected from 
retaliation for reporting the violation of You have the right to live in a safe, 

comfortable home where you are 
treated with .
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The Foster Care 

Nondiscrimination 

Act, A.B. 458, effective 

January 1, 2004, makes it 

illegal to harass or discriminate against 

youth and adults in the California 

foster care system because they are 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or 

because someone thinks that they are.

The law also protects those involved 

in the California foster care system 

from being harassed or discrimi-

nated against because of their 

race, ethnic group identification, 

ancestry, national origin, color, 

religion, sex, mental or physical 

disability, or HIV status.
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