
  Sex offense registration and notification laws (SORNs) require people convicted of sex offenses to 
“provide valid contact information and other identifying data to law enforcement authorities”1 when they are 
released into the community. These laws allow the public to view their registration, usually through an online 
database provided by law enforcement of the registered person's current state of residence.2  
    The Sex Offender Registration Act, or Title I, of the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 
(AWA), is a federal law that requires states to maintain minimum standards for registering people convicted 
of certain sex crimes and notifying the public of their registration status, in addition to any parole or probation 
requirements they may have. 
  

  Under AWA, states are free to enact even more stringent requirements. Many states have chosen both to 
impose more stringent requirements on registered people and to expand the list of crimes that qualify as 
registerable sex offenses beyond those mandated by federal law. Many of these offenses do not require 
involvement with a minor. For example, some states impose registration requirements on people convicted of 
public urination, indecent exposure, or lewd and lascivious behavior. Many of these state restrictions include 
restrictions on where a registrant can live, publicly lists of where registered people work, requirements that 
juvenilesjuveniles must register for non-AWA offenses, indefinite civil commitment of people with sex offense 
convictions, and retroactive application of registration requirements on people convicted before the state 
passed its registration law. 
  AWA and similar state laws have failed to protect the community from sexual harm or to prevent child 
sexual abuse or violence.3 To the contrary, these laws have made communities less safe due to the significant 
amount of money that law enforcement officials must invest to enforce SORNs. Federal law4 penalizes states 
that fail to substantially comply  with a 10% loss of their Byrne Justice Fund5 from the federal government.6 
The cost of implementing SORNs based on the federal standards is so high that some states have chosen to 
not comply.7 The investment in SORNs could be better spent on preventive measures and providing 
supportivesupportive services for survivors. Additionally, contrary to public belief, those convicted of sex offenses have 
lower recidivism rates than those convicted of other crimes. 8 Regarding re-arrests for sex crimes, the rates 
of sexual recidivism are particularly low for older people.9 
  Registering for a sex crime presents a number of significant challenges for those registered and their 
families that greatly reduces their ability to work and participate in society in constructive ways. Many 
registered people must strictly follow a tangle of rules regarding what must be registered and how often. In 
many states, registered people must verify their residence and employment addresses every 90 days for life. 
Consequently, many registered people report difficulty maintaining steady employment and stable housing, 
and a number of them indicate being harassed by community members.10   
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AWA requires states to categorize registered people in one of three tiers based solely on the offense for which 
they were convicted. People are classified in states where they live, work, and attend school under either a Tier I, 
II, or III category based on the type of sex offense conviction. People in the Tier III category must update their 
registration every three months for life. In addition, states must create a website where the public can search for 
the location of people registered for sex crimes, and states are required to make failure to register a felony under 
state law.
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