
c o n t e n t s

February 21, 2003 was a wonderful day for NCLR
client Michael Kantaras and his children.  On that
d a y, Judge Gerard O'Brien of Clearwater, Florida
handed down his long awaited decision in the land-
mark case of Kantaras v. Kantaras.  Judge O'Brien
ruled that Michael, a female-to-male transsexual, is
legally male and was legally married to his former
wife, Linda Kantaras. Judge O'Brien also aw a r d e d
Michael primary custody of the couple's two chil-
dren, ages 13 and 11.  "I’m so relieved," said an
exhausted Michael Kantaras.  "Now my kids and I
can breathe a sigh of relief knowing that our fami l y
won’t be torn apart."  

Judge O’Brien’s decision ended a grueling court
battle that brought national attention to the marriage and custody rights of transgender people when C o u r t
T V devoted much of its airtime to the three and a half week trial in February 2002.  After listening to days
of expert testimony about transgender people, Judge O’Brien took a full year to issue an 809 page deci s i o n
that sets a groundbreaking precedent for the rights of transgender parents and their children.   

"The court recognized that the two children in this case have a devoted, loving father and need to main-
tain a relationship with both their parents," said NCLR Staff Attorney Karen Doering, co-counsel in the
case.  "The court recognized that Michael's transgender status has nothing to do with his ability to be a
good parent.  Michael is a loving, responsible father who also happens to be transgender. "

Michael and Linda married in 1989, several years after Michael had completed his gender transition.
Linda was fully aware of Michael’s transgender status prior to the marriage and permitted Michael to adopt
her then three-month old son.  The couple later had a second child.     
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NCLR client Michael Ka n ta ras with his ve ry support i ve parents 



’ve been having a lot of conve rsations with all sorts of fo l ks late ly that go someth i n g
l i ke this:  Me—"How are you?",  Them: " I’m ok, exc e pt for the fact that this country is

going to hell in a hand basket."  The two of us then proceed to discuss our ve ry real fe a rs
and concerns over the unrelenting atta ck on civil liberties in this country and the imp e n d-
ing, gl o b a l ly unp o p u l a r, wa r.  (As I wri te this I’m chilled by the awa reness that by the time
you read this we may be at wa r.)  

In the midst of such ove rwhelming and dist ressing national and wo rld events it can some-
times feel trivial to focus so much of our attention, energy and re s o u rces on the st ru g gl e
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and tra n s gender fo l ks for basic justice and securi t y.  But of
c o u rse, that is why NCLR ex i sts.  Our ve ry raison d’être is to alter the national legal land-
scape to bring to lesbians, and oth e rs marginalized by sexual ori e n tation of gender identi-

ty fa i rness, equality and pro tections for ours e lves, our families and our relationships.  But even in the midst of our dogged commitment to
lesbian lives we remember the wo rds of Au d re Lorde, who art i c u l a ted best the sentiment we bring to our wo rk, "th e re is no such thing as a
s i n gle-issue st ru g gle because we do not live single-issue lives."  

In the twe n t y-six ye a rs that NCLR has enga ged in radical advocacy on behalf of lesbians, we have become acute ly attuned to the myriad ways
in which oppression wo rks.  Race, class, ability, sexual ori e n tation, ge n d e r, and ethnicity may at any given time all inte rsect in the lives of
the people we serve.  And now in this global moment, wo rld events demand that we see our st ru g gle in an even broader context. Our wo rk
will always be fi rst and fo re m o st about lesbians and our lives.  But of course, at its core, that ve ry wo rk is about social, racial and economic
j u stice.  We will lend our voice and our passion to the thousands of voices committed to justice for all, secure in the knowl e d ge that re a l ,
s u stained ch a n ge only happens when we refuse to remain silent.  We stand with those opposed to the savaging of our constitution and with
those opposed to unilate ral aggression in an already highly destabilized region of the wo rld.  We stand for peace at the same time our pri-
m a ry wo rk and re s o u rces are devo ted to justice and security for lesbians and our families.  ❖
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Board Co-Chairs’ Deep Links to NCLR 
Es nuestro honor servir a nuestra comunidad
como Coordinadoras de la Junta Directiva
del Centro Nacional de Derechos Lésbicos
(NCLR).  Cada una de nosotras ha tenido una
conección personal de muchos años con
NCLR la cual se inició de una manera peculiar
- contestando los teléfonos.  Yo, Courtney, me
acuerdo de los días de los años 70 y los
primeros años de los 80s cuando las les-
bianas perdían la custodia de sus hijos cuan-
do ellas optaban salir del "closet" y sus
esposos se enteraban de que eran lesbianas.

Ellas llamaban a NCLR en un estado desesperante.  Por cierto, esto es
algo que le ocurrió a mi compañera.  La fundadora de NCLR en ese
entonces era Donna Hitchens y ella escribio un libro innovador titulado
"Manual de Litigación para las Madres Lesbianas".  Este libro fué de un
valor increíble ya que sirvió para motivar y ayudar a muchas mujeres a
ir a las cortes y no perder a sus hijos.  Desafortunadamente, no todas 
ganaron esas batallas.

Durante los años 80, yo, Nancy, contestaba la línea de asistencia legal
de NCLR y todavía me acuerdo del alivio de esas personas que nos llam-
aban cuando de daban cuenta que alguien les estaba escuchando aten
tamente y que las estaban tomando en serio.

A medida que vamos creciendo con NCLR, estamos asombrados, pero
no sorprendidos, que nuestra pequeña organización que era una famil-
ia para nosotros hace 25 años atrás, a crecido de manera exponencial
para servir a miles de personas cada año.  Porque  hemos puesto cuida-
do a tus preocupaciones, seguimos poniendo todo nuestros esfuerzos
en la área de la Ley de Familia y también hemos expandidos nuestros
programas para servir a la juventud homosexual, lesbiana, bisexual y
transgénero, a las personas mayores de edad, a los imigrantes y atle-
tas.  Aunque ya no somos tan pequeños, seguimos ofreciendo nue-
stros servicios con amabilidad y respeto.  Entendemos que el sistema
legal es atemorizante y es difícil saber como cada uno de nosotros,
individualmente, podemos combatir las injusticias que se nos presen-
tan.  Pero sí se puede.  Y NCLR esta aquí para escucharte y ayudarte.

Queremos que nuestro asistencia sean accesible a todas las personas
lesbianas, homosexuales, bisexuales y transgéneras.  Porque sabemos
que muchas personas se enteran de nuestros servicios por medio de la
gente que concocen y que le tienen confianza, te pedimos que por favor
informes a tus amistades, familia y compañeros(as) del trabajo acerca
de nosotros y nuestra organización.  Diles que si tienen alguna pregun-
ta o si necesitan ayuda legal o si tal vez sólo necesitan información para
protegerse a ellos mismos o su familia que nos contacten.  También te
agracederíamos mucho tus sugerencias en cómo podríamos esparcir
nuestra información en tu comunidad. 

La Presidencia de la Junta Directiva Tiene Lazos Profundos con NCLR
We are honored to serve our commu ni t y
as Co-chairs of the Board of Directors of
NCLR.  Each of us has a long and very
personal connection to NCLR that
began with answering the phones.  I
(Courtney) remember the days in the
late ‘70s and early ‘80s when lesbians
were losing custody of their children to
t h eir husbands when they came out and
calling NCLR in desperation.  In fact, that
almost happened to my own partner.  NCLR founder Donna
Hitchens wrote the groundbreaking "Lesbian Mothers Litigation
M a nual" to help these women go to court and keep their kids.
S a d l y, not everyone won those battles.  I (Nancy) answered
N C L R ’s legal assistance line in the late ‘80s and I still remember
the incredible relief of the callers when they realized we were 
really listening and taking them seriously.

As we grow with NCLR, we are amazed, but not surprised, that
our intimate organization that was family to us 25 years ago has
g r own exponentially to serve thousands of people every year.  As
a direct result of listening to your concerns, we have continued to
focus on family law and have also expanded to serve LGBT
youth, elders, immigrants and athletes.  While we are no longer
quite so small, we are just as warm and responsive to every single
i n dividual who connects with us in search of legal help.  We
k n ow the legal system is intimidating and it’s difficult to know
h ow you, as one individual, can fight the injustice you experi-
ence.  But you can.  And NCLR is here to listen and to help.  

We want to make our free assistance accessible to every lesbian,
g a y, bisexual and transgender person who may need our help.
Because we know that many people learn about us from people
they know and trust, we ask that you tell your friends, family and
co-workers to call us if they need any kind of legal assistance, or
if they are just wondering how they can better protect themselves
and their families.  We also welcome your suggestions on how to
get the word out to your commu ni t y.  

Nancy Otto (l) and Court n ey, NCLR Board Chairs
Nancy Otto (izqu i e rda) y Court n ey

Here’s how to reach us:
For free assistance in English and Spanish, 5 days a week:
( 415) 392-6257 or (800) 528-6257 or info@NCLRights.org
To learn about our latest legal cases and events, and download
publications about your rights: w w w. N C L R i g h t s . o r g
To sign up for our free monthly email newsletter send an email
message to N C L R Up d a t e s l i s t @ b e n j a m i n c o . c o m

Nos puedes contactar de las siguientes maneras:
Para asistencia gratis en Inglés y Español, 5 días a la semana:
415-392-6257 o 800-528-6257 o info@NCLRights.org
Para informarte sobre nuestros últimos casos, eventos, y poder hacer
un "download" de nuestras publicaciones: w w w. N C L R i g h t s . o r g
Para inscribirse a nuestro boletín electrónico mensual: por favor
manda un email a N C L R Up d a t e s l i s t @ b e n j a m i n c o . c o m
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There was a time in my life when I seri-
ously considered being a nun. Little did I
k n ow that my concern for the poor and
less fortunate would lead me to years of
political activism.  I dedicated most of my
non-working hours supporting liberation
movements in the Philippines, Chile, El
Salvador, Nicaragua, Guatemala, South
Africa, Palestine, Eritrea, Ethiopia and
Ireland.  My personal needs seemed puny
compared to these struggles.  My fellow
activists implied that fighting for lesbian
and gay rights was a "petty bourgeois" con-
cept and was too narrow a vision.  "We

have to think of the whole, and not just of
the few," they said.  They believed that
after "The Revolution" lesbian and gay
rights would naturally fall into place. 

The idea sounded great but it fed my ow n
internalized homophobia.  Fear prevented
me from coming out.  Ironi c a l l y, I could
s tand up against a phalanx of heavily
armed mi l i tary men without fear for my
life during the heady days of student
demonstrations in the Philippines; but
when it came to saying the word "lesbian,"
I simply couldn't. The word would freeze
at the tip of my tongue and eventually
lodge as a lump at the back of my throat.

I devoted so much of my time working for
change that my relationships were sec-
ondary to everything.  Losing several rela-
tionships forced me to recognize that my
personal needs are as important as the
next social justice issue.  When my part-
ner and I decided to celebrate ten years of
our loving relationship, I mustered up the
courage to invite my parents to our cele-
bration.  My father, without hesita t i o n
said, "Yes, I’ll be there."  My mother di d
not say a word and did not show up;
instead, she sent me a letter telling me

Know Your Board Members
Meet Ces Rosales, Heather Hiles and Akaya W i n d w o o d

Ces Rosales, Board member and Chair of
B o a rd Nominations Committe e

I’m a mixed-raced woman whose personal
and professional experiences have given
me an appreciation for the complexity of
our times, our cultures and our history.
I’m a lesbian parent who has confronted
many of the challenges facing non-biolog-
ical mothers and non-heterosexual fami-
lies.  I’m a friend to women whose lives
have been circumscribed by raci s m ,
poverty and lack of opportuni t y.  And I am
proud that NCLR does not shy away from
tackling the intricate nexus of race, gen-
der, sexual orientation, economic sta t u s
and soci e tal roles. 

NCLR speaks out for what I believe.
Serving on the Board allows me to exer-

cise my skills and resources to achieve
e qual rights for lesbians – and thereby
advance civil and human rights for all.  

Having run one non-profit organi z a t i o n
and provided technical assistance to
dozens of others, I am always impressed at
h ow well NCLR is run and how wisely it
is being developed.  It is a privilege to be
able to work for an organization that is so
strong at every level – from the commu ni-
ties we serve, to our volunteers, to the sta f f
and the Board of Directors.  I believe that
o r g a nizations like NCLR are creating a
vision and a world of justice and equ a l i t y
for all people.  I am thrilled to be doi n g
my part.

H e a ther Hiles, Board member and Na t i o n a l
Ad v i s o ry Board Liaison

that she would pray for my salvation.  It
did not matter that my mother had know n
my partner for as long as I had been with
her and had always seemed to like her a
lot.  Suddenly she was "persona non-
g r a ta" because we decided to openly
a c k n owledge our relationship.

That was my "aha!" moment — belated,
but about time.  If my fami l y, who I know
really loves me, still believed that lesbians
and gays need "saving," then how will all
the revolutionary rhetoric in the world
change their belief?  Racism, imperialism,
i m migrant rights, war, environmenta l
destruction, abortion rights, AIDS, death
p e n a l t y, corporate corruption and every
other crucial issue continues to exist.
These issues are all linked, including the
fight for gay and lesbian rights.  That is
why I decided to accept the invitation to
be on the NCLR board.  I finally realized
that my personal issues are as important as
any other political issue out there.  I don’t
think I can change the whole world, but if
I can change my fami l y ’s opinions and
beliefs about lesbians, then it is a fight
worth taking.  I feel proud sta n ding with
NCLR as we work together towards a just,
kind and loving world.



5

I became a member of the Board because
I have always appreciated NCLR’s bold
s tance on social justice.  As a long-time
activist, (I started speaking on lesbian pan-
els while in college back in 1976) I am
firmly committed to making this a safe,
inclusive and joyful world for everyone.

As a relatively new Board member, I have
been impressed with our express commi t-
ment to racial justice.  In a time when les-
bians are systematically di s e n f r a n c h i s e d
from equal protection under the law, and
lesbians of color even more so, it is of cru-
cial importance that we work to insure
that no lesbian, regardless of race, culture,
class, ability, religious expression, age,
gender, or nationality -- be left behind.  I
truly believe that what is good for lesbians
is good for women.  And what is good for
women is good for children and men.
Therefore, what is good for lesbians is
good for everyone on this planet.

I make my living consulting to non-prof-
its on issues of leadership, di v e r s i t y, man-
agement and teambuilding.  I also volun-
teer as a hospice respite worker, and at
the animal shelter petting and soci a l i z i n g
cats and rabbits.  While this may seem
like a strange mix of activities, the com-

mon thread is caring for those who don’t
have much access to social and political
p ower – non-profits, animals, dying peo-
ple and lesbians.  NCLR and consulting
is my head and heart work, hospice and
a nimals is my heart and hands work.  It’s
a good balance.

D r. King teaches us that none of us is free
until all of us are free. I know that my
security and freedom is inextricably con-
nected to yours, and everyone else’s.  And
I believe that we at NCLR are doing our
part to insure that there is justice and
freedom for everyone.  ❖

A kaya Wi n d wood, Board Secreta ry / Tre a s u re r

Meet Dena Zaldúa
Dena Luna Zaldúa, our newe st Development Associate, is
p roud to join the NCLR sta ff.   She was initially attra c ted to
NCLR because of its mission, which recognizes that social jus-
tice is only ach i evable when a hiera rchy of oppression is era d-
i c a ted.  Curre n t ly, Dena serves on the board of Lyo n - M a rt i n
Wo m e n’s Health Services, a San Francisco non-pro fit health
clinic that provides health c a re and support services to wo m e n
and tra n s gender people who lack access to quality care
because of their sexual or gender identity, re ga rdless of th e i r
ability to pay.  She is also a vo l u n teer fundraiser for Proye c to

C o n t ra S I DA Por Vida, a sex - p o s i t i ve, neighborhood-based, multigender Latina/o bisexual, lesbian, tra n s gender and gay
community building organization located in San Fra n c i s c o’s Mission dist rict.  Dena also serves on the board of Wi l l i a m s
B i G LATA, the Williams College LGBT alumni group.  In her free time, Dena wo rships Madonna, loves to sing, and is planning
her eventual career as a pop sta r.
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fighting to maintain their relationships
with their children in the face of great
p r e j u dice," said Michael.  "I am grateful
to be with my children and grateful to
NCLR for their tireless efforts to protect
our families."  

"This is not only a victory for the trans-
gender commu ni t y, it’s a victory for the
K a n taras children who deserve to have
t h eir loving father remain a part of thei r
life," said Equality Florida Executive
Director Nadine Smith.  "We all benefit
when gender stereotypes and bigotry are
defeated."  ❖

p a r e n tal rights by arguing that their mar-
riage was not valid because he was not
legally male.  For Michael, the three and
a half week trial was a grueling ordeal.  In
a d dition to the terrible threat of losing his
children, he endured repeated assaults on
his di g nity and privacy from Linda and
her attorney, who disparaged his identity
and forced him to answer invasive qu e s-
tions about his anatomy.  Fo r t u n a t e l y,
M i c h a e l ’s enormous strength as a person
and his deep commitment to his children
enabled him to persevere.    

"I know there are many other parents

When Michael and Linda divorced in
1998, Linda attempted to deny Michael’s

Kantaras Custody Decision
(Continued from cover)

S h a ron McGowan 

I was part i c u l a rly exc i ted to wo rk at NCLR because of its
u n i que focus on the needs of LGBTQ women and its part i c u-
l a rly st rong commitment to communities of color.  During my
time at NCLR, I wo rked on a wide ra n ge of issues affe c t i n g
LGBT yo u th and assisted in an appeal of a homophobic cus-
tody decision in Vi rginia aga i n st a lesbian parent.  I was also
i nvo lved in community and public education events. At a
ve ry early sta ge of my legal education, I witnessed a superb
model of how impact litigation can be matched with commu-
nity development and public education.  Ever since th a t
time, I use NCLR as a bench m a rk aga i n st which to measure
o ther organizations with which I have been invo lved. My
ex p e rience at NCLR confi rmed my desire to wo rk on LG B T
issues as a long-te rm career goal.  Shannon Minter was a
wo n d e rful mentor to whom I will always be gra te f u l .
L i kewise, I am consta n t ly inspired by the amazing wo rk done
by Court n ey Joslin, who, in addition to being a bri l l i a n t
l aw ye r, is a dear friend of mine from law sch o o l .

S h a ron clerked at NCLR in 1998, and now wo rks at Jenner &
B l o ck in Wa s h i n g ton, DC.

Kirstin Gulling

I ve ry much wa n ted to wo rk on LGBT legal issues.  I ch o s e
NCLR because of its proven commitment to excellence and its
focus on lesbian legal issues.  My ex p e rience was ve ry good.
Liz Hendri ckson, the Exe c u t i ve Dire c tor at the time, showe d
h e rself to be a fi rst - ra te mentor and I was able to immers e
m yself in LGBT fields of the law in a way I was not able in law
s chool.  And, of course, one of the best parts of being at
NCLR is that I got to clerk with the fabulous Shannon Minte r !

I gained a va st set of tools while wo rking at NCLR such as
re s e a rch, net wo rking, and increased knowl e d ge about our
issues.  I also learned that I didn't have to wo rk for a maj o r
o rganization to make law and ch a n ge peoples' lives.  Most of
the wo rk that was needed in our community came from th e
eve ry d ay pra c t i t i o n e r.  That is why I decided to open my ow n
p ractice out of law sch o o l .

C o n gratulations to NC L R !

K i rstin clerked at NCLR in 1992, and now wo rks at her law fi rm ,
S c u rti and Gulling, PA in Baltimore, Maryl a n d . ❖

Law Clerks To d a y

M i chael Ka n ta ras with Janet Reno and NC L R
F l o rida Sta ff At to r n ey Ka ren Doeri n g

We asked two former law clerks how their time at NCLR shaped their law careers.
H e r e ’s what they have to say.
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building ow n e rs.  Her lawsuit aga i n st the dog
ow n e rs is still pending and has been contin-
ued until th ey are released from prison.  

–  NCLR case

M a s h b u rn v. Tampa Fire &
Police Pension Fund et al 
Florida 
Writ pending 

On July 6, 2001, Ta mpa police officer Lois
M a rre ro was killed in the line of duty.  She
had been a police office for 19 ye a rs.  Lois
was surv i ved by many fa m i ly members includ-
ing her partner of 11 ye a rs, Mickie Mashburn .

In Au g u st, Mickie was denied Lois's pension
amounting to seve ral hundred thousand dol-
l a rs.  Had the two been lega l ly marri e d
M i ckie, like eve ry other legal spouse of a mur-
d e red offi c e r, would have re c e i ved the pen-
sion.  NCLR is re p resenting Mickie in her law-
suit challenging the pension board's decision
to deny her Lois's pension. 

–  NCLR case 

O nt h eD o c k e t

R E L AT I O N S H I P
R E C O G N I T I O N
Smith v. Knoller et al
California 
VICTORY! – Settlement reached
with landlord, trial pending
against dog owners   

NCLR is co-counsel for Sharon Smith, the sur-
viving partner of Diane Whipple.  Diane wa s
t ra g i c a l ly killed on January 26, 2001 as a
result of a bru tal atta ck by neighbors' dogs.
S m i th is also re p re s e n ted by Michael Card o z a
and Ro b e rt Lazo and the law fi rm of Heller
E h rman White & McAu l i ffe LLP. 

On Au g u st 9, 2001, San Francisco Superi o r
C o u rt Judge A. James Ro b e rtson II held th a t
S h a ron Smith can bring a lawsuit for th e
w rongful death of her part n e r, Diane Alex i s
Whipple.  This ruling marks the fi rst time a
c o u rt anywhere in the country has held th a t
excluding all same-sex part n e rs from th e
right to bring a wrongful death suit violate s
the constitutional principle of equal pro te c-
tion.  In his ruling, Judge Ro b e rtson sta te d ,
" Reading the wrongful death sta t u te to
exclude plaintiff would unduly punish her fo r
her sexual ori e n tation.  Such a reading has
no place in our system of gove rnment, which
has as one of its basic te n ets equal pro te c-
tion for all."   

The dog ow n e rs, Marj o rie Knoller and Ro b e rt
Noel, also faced criminal ch a rges and are
c u rre n t ly serving sentences for invo l u n ta ry
m a n s l a u g h te r.  In November 2002, Sharo n
re a ched a confidential settlement with th e

W h i t m i re v. Arizona 
Ninth Circuit
VICTORY!  

NCLR and Martha Matth ews of the ACLU of
S o u th e rn Califo rnia re p re s e n ted Ka rl
W h i t m i re in his ch a l l e n ge to an Ari z o n a
D e p a rtment of Corrections policy pro h i b i t i n g
people of the same sex (other than immedi-
a te re l a t i ves) from embracing and kissing
d u ring visiting hours at the fa c i l i t y.  The
p rison argued that the policy was necessary
to pro tect inmates who, th ey claimed, wo u l d
be in physical danger if th ey we re seen hug-
ging someone of the same sex.  The Ninth
C i rcuit re j e c ted the Department's arg u m e n t .
In a decision issued on Au g u st 12, 2002, th e
N i n th Circuit held that that the policy lacke d
any commonsense rationale, especially in th e
case of pri s o n e rs who are already openly gay
and thus whose sexual ori e n tation is alre a d y
k n own.  The ACLU of Arizona has agreed to
re p resent Ka rl on re m a n d .

–  NCLR case 

PARENTING RIGHTS
Fulk v. Fulk  
Mississippi  
VICTORY! 

In 2001, a Mississippi trial court awa rded cus-
tody of Rhonda Fulk's fo u r- m o n th old son to
Rhonda's ex-husband, despite the fact th a t
the husband had been conv i c ted of domest i c
violence and re s i sting arre st and had locke d
Rhonda in the house with a padlock while she
was pregnant.  The trial court gave Rhonda
o n ly one hour of supervised visitation per
we e k, which had to ta ke place at 8 a.m. on
S u n d ay mornings, in the parking lot of a local
McDonald's, and under the "supervision" of
Rhonda's ex-husband.  The trial court made
this decision because Rhonda had been in a
relationship with another woman, stating, "it
is unacceptable for any child to be aro u n d
this type of behav i o r." 

In a victo ry for all lesbian and gay parents in

The National Center for Lesbian Rights’ docket pursues the agenda of lesbian
civil rights in courts across the nation. Our advice and counseling service,
providing free assistance to callers from across the country and technical
assistance to attorneys, is a key component of NCLR’s litigation program. In
addition to litigating impact cases through direct representation and amicus
briefs, NCLR joins in briefs on issues of importance to lesbians that are
authored by other organizations, and serves as co-counsel with firms at both
the trial and appellate levels. Attorneys interested in providing pro bono
assistance can contact NCLR Executive Director, Kate Kendell, Esq.

NCLR client, Mickie Mashburn, accepting an awa rd
at Ta mpa Bay Pri d e .
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Mississippi, the Mississippi Court of Appeal
reve rsed on all counts in a decision issued in
l a te 2002.  The Court of Appeal ord e red th e
case back to the trial court and held that, at a
minimum, Rhonda should be gra n ted unre-
st ri c ted, ove rnight visitation. 

–  NCLR case 

Janis C. v. Christine T.
New York 
Motion for reargument pending 

NCLR and Joan Iacono, a fa m i ly law atto rn ey
in New Yo rk, are re p resenting Janis C., a non-
biological mother seeking to maintain visita-
tion with her two ch i l d ren.  Janis' fo rm e r
p a rt n e r, the ch i l d ren's other moth e r,
a t te mpted to sever Janis' relationship with
the ch i l d ren after the couple separa ted.  The
t rial court gra n ted Janis visitation, fi n d i n g
that she and the ch i l d ren have a close
p a re n tal bond, and that continued conta c t
w i th Janis was in the ch i l d re n s’ best inte re st .
Janis is appealing an inte rm e d i a te court deci-
sion reve rsing the trial court on the gro u n d
that a non-biological parent has no sta n d i n g
to re qu e st visitation.  The inte rm e d i a te court
relied on a 19 91 decision by the highest court
in New Yo rk, which denied visitation to a non-
biological lesbian parent.  This case pre s e n t s
the high court in New Yo rk with an opport u n i-
ty to clarify its 19 91 decision.  Lambda Lega l
and the ACLU Lesbian and Gay Rights Pro j e c t
filed an amicus brief supporting the applica-
tion for rev i ew, as did a number of ch i l d re n ' s
rights organizations.  In a cru s h i n gly disap-
pointing decision, on December 17, 2002, th e
C o u rt of Appeals indicated that it would not
rev i ew the case.  In January 2003, NCLR and
Iacono filed a motion for re a rgument, urg i n g
the Court of Appeal to reconsider its denial.    

–  NCLR case 

M c G r i ff v. M c G r i ff 
Idaho 
Appeal pending

NCLR is re p resenting Theron McGri ff, a gay
fa ther in Idaho who lost joint legal and phys-
ical custody of his two ch i l d ren because of
his sexual ori e n tation.  Prior to the divo rc e ,
T h e ron was the pri m a ry careta ker of the two
ch i l d ren.  After the divo rce, which was initi-

a ted by Thero n’s ex - w i fe, the parties agre e d
to share custody of the ch i l d ren fi ft y- fi ft y.
This arra n gement continued until Thero n
became invo lved with a male part n e r, at
w h i ch point his fo rmer wife petitioned fo r
and re c e i ved sole custo d y, based solely on
her argument that the ch i l d ren would be
h a rmed by living with a gay fa th e r.  To add
insult to injury, the trial court also held th a t
T h e ron can only have visitation with his ch i l-
d ren if he does not live with his part n e r.  The
Idaho Supreme Court has agreed to rev i ew
the decision, which is ex p e c ted to be heard
this summer.  In the meantime, the same
t rial court judge who issued the custody and
v i s i tation decision has ord e red Theron to pay
all of his wife’s atto rn ey fees on the appeal.
For more info rmation on the case, see
w w w. i d a h o d a d . o rg. 

–  NCLR case

D. D. v. J. D.
Alabama 
Appeal pending  

NCLR and Melody Pa te, a fa m i ly law atto rn ey
in Albertville, Alabama, are re p resenting a
lesbian mother in her appeal of an Alabama
v i s i tation order prohibiting her from visiting
w i th her child in the presence of her part n e r.
The ex p e rt witness in the case te st i fied th a t
it would not be det ri m e n tal for the child to
h ave contact with the mother's part n e r.
D e s p i te this evidence, the trial court held
that "practicing homosexuality in Alabama is
i l l e gal" and that "it is not the child's best
i n te re st to expose her to illegal conduct th a t
is also considered immoral by most citizens
of this Sta te."  The Alabama Court of Appeal
is rev i ewing the trial court decision and is
ex p e c ted to issue a decision this spri n g .

– NCLR Case

Kove v. N a u m o ff 
Pennsylvania
VICTORY!

In a pre c e d e n t - s etting decision that re c e i ve d
w i d e s p read national attention, th e
Pe n n s ylvania Superior Court held that a non-
biological lesbian mother who had joint lega l
c u stody of fi ve ch i l d ren she had raised with
her fo rmer partner must also pay child sup-

p o rt, the same as any other parent in her sit-
uation would be re qu i red to do.  NC L R ,
Ti ffany Palmer of the Center for Lesbian and
G ay Civil Rights, and Philadelphia atto rn ey
M a rk Momjian re p re s e n ted Lisa Kove, th e
ch i l d re n’s biological moth e r.  After separa t-
ing in 19 97, the non-biological mother wa s
gra n ted joint legal custody and visita t i o n .
Lisa, the biological moth e r, was awa rded pri-
m a ry physical custo d y.  Late r, Lisa inst i t u te d
an action for child support.  At trial, the non-
biological mother argued that, despite ask-
ing for and receiving joint custo d y, she wa s
not a parent and th e re fo re could not be
re qu i red to pay child support.  The trial court
held that she was a parent and ord e red her
to pay child support.  The Pe n n s ylva n i a
S u p e rior Court affi rmed the trial court’s ru l-
ing, stating:  "equity mandates that H.A. N.
cannot maintain the status of in loco pare n-
tis to pursue an action as to the ch i l d re n ,
alleging she has acqu i red rights in re l a t i o n
to them, and at the same time deny any obli-
gation for support … to pro tect the best
i n te re st of the ch i l d ren invo lved, both par-
ties are to be responsible for the emotional
and financial needs of the ch i l d ren."    

– NCLR case 

Fritz v. SSA  
California 
Administrative appeal pending,
victory in related proceeding  

NCLR is re p resenting a lesbian mother whose
child was denied social security benefi t s
a fter the death of the mother's part n e r.
P rior to her death, a court held that th e
deceased partner was a legal parent under
the Califo rnia Un i fo rm Pa re n ta ge Act.  In a
s h o cking display of homophobia and insensi-
tivity to this gri eving fa m i ly, the Social
S e c u rity Ad m i n i st ration is refusing to honor
the court’s judgment, based on the homo-
phobic argument that a child cannot have
t wo legal parents of the same ge n d e r.  The
Social Security Ad m i n i st ration is taking th i s
position despite the fact that fe d e ral law
re qu i res the Ad m i n i st ration to defer to sta te
l aw with re ga rd to who is a legal parent.  In a
s e p a ra te action, the deceased woman's par-
ents filed for visitation and custody of th e
woman's biological child despite the fa c t
that the parents had cut off all contact with



their daughter fo u rteen ye a rs ago and had
n ever met their gra n d ch i l d ren.  In January,
2003, the trial court dismissed all of th e
gra n d p a re n t s’ claims and ord e red them to
p ay the surviving moth e r’s atto rn ey fe e s .

–  NCLR case 

SECOND PA R E N T
A D O P T I O N S
S h a ron S. v. S u p e r i o r
Court of San Diego County
California 
Appeal pending  

The decision in this case will dete rm i n e
w h ether second-parent adoptions continue
to be gra n ted in Califo rnia.  In addition to
filing an amicus brief supporting second-
p a rent adoption with other LGBT orga n i z a-
tions, NCLR coord i n a ted a sta tewide amicus
e ffo rt invo lving adoption and child we l fa re
ex p e rt s .

– Amicus brief filed 

Kantaras v. Kantaras   
Florida
VICTORY! 

In a gro u n d b reaking decision released on
Fri d ay, Fe b ru a ry 21, 2003, Florida Circ u i t
C o u rt Judge Gera rd O’Brien ruled th a t
M i chael Ka n ta ras, a tra n s gender man, is
l e ga l ly male and was lega l ly married to his
fo rmer wife Linda Ka n ta ras, stating that "th e
C o u rt has care f u l ly rev i ewed all the plead-
ings, re c o rd evidence, ex p e rt medical te st i-
m o n y, lay witness te stimony and the appro-
p ri a te sta t u to ry auth o rity for marri a ge in
F l o rida and concludes the ove rw h e l m i n g
weight of evidence favo rs declaring the mar-
ri a ge valid." Final Judgment at pp. 806-07.
The court also awa rded Michael pri m a ry cus-
tody of the two ch i l d ren he and Linda ra i s e d
to gether during their marri a ge .

This Clearwa te r, Florida custody case wa s
te l evised last Fe b ru a ry on C o u rt TV.  It is one
of the fi rst in the country to dete rm i n e
w h ether a tra n s gender man has the right to
m a rry and be a parent.  Michael Ka n ta ras wa s

b o rn female.  He comp l eted sex - re a s s i g n-
ment in 19 87 and married Linda Ka n ta ra s
t wo ye a rs late r.  During their nine-year mar-
ri a ge, Michael and Linda raised two ch i l d re n
to geth e r.  The ch i l d ren are now 11 and 13
ye a rs old.  Linda was awa re that Michael is
t ra n s s exual befo re she married him.  At tri a l ,
h oweve r, Linda asked the court to inva l i d a te
the marri a ge and to deny Michael any
p a re n tal rights, solely because he is tra n s-
ge n d e r. Collin Vause, a fa m i ly law atto rn ey in
C l e a rwa te r, is co-counsel on the case.
The judgment, which is detailed in an ove r
800 page opinion, is a tremendous victo ry
for tra n s gender people across the nation.
Additional info rmation about this case is
available at: www. c o u rt t v. c o m / t ri a l s / ka n-
ta ra s / i n d ex.html. 

– NCLR case 

Butler v. Harris    
California
Appeal pending  

The issue in this case is whether Califo rn i a ' s
gra n d p a rent visitation sta t u te unconst i t u-
t i o n a l ly infri n ges on the rights of pare n t s .
NCLR filed an amicus brief with the ACLU of
S o u th e rn Califo rnia, the ACLU of San Diego,
L e gal Services for Children, and Pro fe s s o r
Joan Hollinger urging the Califo rnia Supre m e
C o u rt to ta ke same-sex parent families into
c o n s i d e ration when deciding the const i t u-
tionality of the Califo rnia gra n d p a rent visita-
tion sta t u te.  

–  Amicus brief filed 

In re : RBF and RCF  
Pennsylvania
VICTORY! 

In a landmark decision on Au g u st 20, 2002,
the Pe n n s ylvania Supreme Court unanimously
held that second-parent adoptions are perm i s-
sible under the Pe n n s ylvania adopt i o n
sta t u tes.  Pe n n s ylvania is now the seve n th
j u risdiction in which an appellate court has
held that second-parent adoptions are perm i s-
sible, including: Wa s h i n g ton DC, Illinois,
M a s s a ch u s etts, New Jers ey, New Yo rk, and
Ve rmont.  In addition, Ve rmont and
Connecticut have sta t u tes ex p l i c i t ly perm i t t i n g

s e c o n d - p a rent adoptions.  The parties in th i s
case we re re p re s e n ted by Chri stine Bianch e ri a
and Sandra Gail Edwa rds Gray.  NCLR joined an
amicus brief filed by Lambda Legal. 

–  Amicus brief joined 

E M P L OY M E N T
Rene v. MGM Grand Hotel
Ninth Circuit  
VICTORY! Cert. Petition pending

In a victo ry for LGBT emp l oyees, the Ninth
C i rcuit held that a gay man who was seve re ly
h a rassed by male co-wo rke rs had sta ted a
valid claim of sex discrimination under Ti t l e
VII, a fe d e ral law prohibiting sex discri m i n a-
tion in pri va te emp l oyment.  The emp l oye e ,
Medina Rene, who is openly gay, wo rked as a
butler for MGM Grand Hotel.  Mr. Rene's co-
wo rke rs re p e a te d ly grabbed him fro m
behind, to u ched his body, grabbed his ge n i-
tals, ta u n ted him by calling him fe m i n i n e
names and endearments, and ridiculed him
for walking in a feminine manner.  The Ninth
C i rcuit issued the decision en banc, meaning
that it was decided by the entire court. 

The original Ninth Circuit opinion had re j e c t-
ed Mr. Rene's claim on the ground that he
was harassed because of his sexual ori e n ta-
tion, not because of his ge n d e r.  On appeal,
the Ninth Circuit reve rsed in a 7-4 decision
w i th multiple opinions.  Fi ve judges agre e d
that Mr. Rene should be given an opport u n i t y
to prove his case at trial, because he had
a l l e ged that he was singled out because of his
s ex and subjected to sex u a l ly harassing con-
duct that was suffi c i e n t ly seve re or perva s i ve
to be actionable under Title VII.  Three oth e r
j u d ges held that Mr. Rene pre s e n ted ev i d e n c e
of actionable gender ste reotyping hara s s-
ment.  The four dissenting judges agreed th a t
Title VII prohibits harassment on the basis of
gender non-confo rm i t y, but did not believe
that Mr. Rene had raised or pre s e n ted suffi-
cient evidence to support this claim.

NCLR filed an amicus brief on the petition fo r
re h e a ring, along with the ACLU of South e rn
C a l i fo rnia, the ACLU of Nevada, and th e
E mp l oyment Law Cente r.  Mr. Rene is re p re-
s e n ted by Rich a rd Segerblom of Las Ve ga s ,
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Nevada.  Fo l l owing the Ninth Circuit deci-
sion, the MGM Grand Hotel filed a cert. pet i-
tion with the U.S. Supreme Court, which is
still pending.  

–  Amicus brief filed 

YO U T H
Massey v. Banning Unified
School District  
California
Case pending 

S chool officials at a public middle school in
C a l i fo rnia pro h i b i ted Ashly Massey, an
e i g h th - grade lesbian student, from atte n d-
ing P.E. class because the P.E. te a ch e r
thought it was inappro p ri a te for a lesbian
student to be in the locker room with oth e r
g i rls.  In December 2002, Ashly filed suit in

fe d e ral court aga i n st the dist rict as well as
individual school officials for their conduct,
alleging violation of the Equal Pro te c t i o n
Clause, as well as va rious sta te claims includ-
ing violation of Califo rnia Student Safety and
Violence Prevention Act of 2000 (AB 537 ) .
NCLR and Martha Matth ews, an atto rn ey with
the ACLU of South e rn Califo rnia, are re p re-
senting Ashly. 

– NCLR case 

1 0

Youngblood v. S c h o o l
B o a rd of Hillsboro u g h
County et al  
Florida
Appeal pending

NCLR is re p resenting Robinson High Sch o o l
Senior Nikki Youngblood in a fe d e ral laws u i t
a ga i n st the Hillsborough County Sch o o l
D i st rict, Florida for creating and enfo rcing an
i l l e gal senior port rait policy that re qu i red all
female students to wear an ultra - fe m i n i n e
scoop neck drape for their senior port ra i t s ,
while allowing male students to wear a jacket
and tie.  Nikki and her mother info rm e d
s chool officials that Nikki did not feel com-
fo rtable we a ring ste re o t y p i c a l ly fe m i n i n e
a t t i re and re qu e sted that Nikki be perm i t te d
to wear a jacket and tie.  The school re f u s e d
to honor her re qu e st.  As a result, Nikki's pic-
t u re did not appear in the High School ye a r-
book alongside those of her classmates.  The
suit alleges violations of both sta te and fe d-
e ral sex discrimination laws, as well as fe d e r-
al and sta te constitutional violations of
Youngblood's right to free ex p ression and
e qual pro tection.  The case is on appeal to
the Eleve n th Circuit. 

– NCLR case 

F l o res v. Morgan Hill
Unified School District 
Ninth Circuit 
INITIAL VICTORIES! 
Appeal pending 

NCLR, the ACLU of No rth e rn Califo rnia, and
c o o p e rating atto rn eys Diane Ritchie, Leslie
L ev y, and Jim Emory of the law fi rm of Ke ke r
& Van Ne st, LLP are suing the Morgan Hill
Un i fied School Dist rict (MHUSD) in fe d e ra l
d i st rict court in San Jose, Califo rnia on
behalf of six fo rmer MHUSD students.  Fo r
ye a rs, each of the plaintiffs was subjected to
a daily barra ge of anti-LGBT epith ets, slurs ,
d e ro ga to ry sexual comments, th reats of
p hysical violence and/or actual phys i c a l
assaults because of their gender and real or
p e rc e i ved sexual ori e n tation.  The lawsuit is
seeking to hold MHUSD liable for its indiffe r-
ence to this harassment and its fa i l u re to
ta ke any meaningful remedial action to pro-
tect these students or to provide them with
an equal educational opport u n i t y. 

In Fe b ru a ry 2000, in a tremendous initial vic-
to ry for the students, the dist rict court
denied MHUSD's motion for summary judg-
ment on the issue of qu a l i fied immunity on
the student's Equal Pro tection Clause claims
and held that all six plaintiffs are entitled to
p roceed to trial.  This decision was va c a te d
and remanded by the Ninth Circuit to be
re eva l u a ted in light of a recent decision fro m
the U.S. Supreme Court.  On remand, the dis-
t rict again denied MHUSD's motion for sum-
m a ry judgment in December 2001.  In
J a n u a ry 2002, the school dist rict aga i n
appealed the decision to the Ninth Circ u i t .
We expect a decision on this issue somet i m e
in 2003. 

– NCLR case 

SODOMY 
C H A L L E N G E S
L a w rence and Garner v.
Texas 
U.S. Supreme Court  
Cert. petition pending   

Lambda Legal is re p resenting two men arre st-
ed, jailed, and cri m i n a l ly conv i c ted under a
Texas sta t u te prohibiting "Homosex u a l
Conduct" for having consensual sex in a pri-
va te home.  The Texas Court of Appeal upheld
the constitutionality of the sta t u te, and th e
Texas Supreme Court refused to rev i ew th a t
decision.  In January, 2003, the U.S. Supre m e
C o u rt agreed to hear the case, marking th e
fi rst time the Court has considered the con-
stitutionality of a sodomy sta t u te since th e
C o u rt's 1986 decision in Bowe rs v. Hard w i ck.
NCLR joined an amicus brief with a number of
o ther civil rights groups supporting Lambda’s
position in the case.  To read the brief NC L R
joined, see w w w. h rc . o rg / p u b l i c a t i o n s / e u /
l et te rs / l aw re n c e _ b rief.pdf.   

–  Amicus brief joined 

K i cked out of her junior high gym class by the te a ch e r
because she was a lesbian, Ashly Massey fo u g h t
b a ck.  She is now an NCLR client in a California case
a s s e rting the te a ch e r, principal and dist rict admin-
i st ra to rs violated sta te law.  Based on her coura ge
A s h ly has been selected as the recipient of NC L R ' s
J u stice Awa rd at our 26th Annive rs a ry Celebra t i o n ,
M ay 24, 2003 in San Fra n c i s c o .



9:59 am
Elder Law Project Coordinator Joyce Pierson gets a call
from a woman whose partner of 46 years has
A l z h e i m e r ’s and she might have to go into a skilled nurs-
ing facility.  She had an accident and is now in the hospi-
tal.   "We have a will and a house in joint tenancy, but no
one knows we are lesbians -- we thought we had every-
thing in order.   I got your number from the Nursing
Home Ombudsman."  After an initial telephone consulta-
tion, Joyce makes a home visit to provide support and
information that results in a referral to an elder law
a t t o r n e y.  This couple is not registered as Domestic
P a rtners, which complicates their joint property and
MediCal eligibility for the hospitalized partner and the
s u rviving part n e r ’s future needs.  Joyce addresses the
problem by explaining the benefits of California’s
Domestic Partnership law AB25. 

10:13 am
A Massachusetts lawyer contacts Public Education
Director Marta Donayre seeking assistance on a case of a
Brazilian woman seeking asylum based on her sexual
orientation.  Being an asylee from Brazil herself, Mart a
understands that the woman needs help on two fronts:
as a lesbian and as a woman.  She immediately puts the
lawyer in touch with the International Gay and Lesbian
Human Rights Commission, and Flavio Alves, a Brazilian
asylum activist in New York City.  She contacts Love
Sees No Borders and arranges for two affidavits for the
case — one from NCLR and the other from Love Sees No
B o r d e r s .

12:33 pm
A lesbian soccer coach calls.  She is being harassed by
the male football staff.  Homophobia in Sports Project
Coordinator Helen Carroll advises her to elicit support
from her college coaching peers and then meet with the
athletic director to discuss her physical safety and her
hostile working environment.  Helen calls the athletic
director to speak on the coach’s behalf.  He says that he
will speak to the staff, remove the offending coach, and
place the harassed coach in a safer situation.

2:51 pm
Legal Assistant Noemi Calonje receives an e-mail from a
mother who fears that her child may be taken away
from her because she is a lesbian.  Noemi explains to her
that in Oklahoma this cannot be done.  She e-mails the
NCLR fact sheets on custody cases and asks the mother
if she has an attorney comfortable with these issues.
The woman e-mails back thanking Noemi for the prompt
response.  
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R E P R O D U C T I V E
R I G H T S
N OW v. S c h e i d l e r

In a landmark victo ry for re p ro d u c t i ve fre e-
dom, the National Organization for Wo m e n
won the fi rst - ever nationwide lawsuit aga i n st
violent harassment of abortion clinics.
E a rlier this ye a r, NCLR joined the NARAL Pro -
Choice America and other groups in an ami-
cus brief urging the Supreme Court to affi rm
the dist rict court's order enjoining anti-
a b o rtion groups from using fo rce, violence,
th reats, and fear in an effo rt to put abort i o n
clinics out of business.  The Court’s decision
is ex p e c ted this summer.  

–  Amicus brief joined 

M A R R I A G E
Goodridge v. D e p t . o f
Health 
Massachusetts   
Appeal pending   

G ay and Lesbian Ad vo c a tes and Defe n d e rs
( G LAD) re p resent seven same-sex couples
who are seeking the right to marry in
M a s s a ch u s etts.  A sta te Superior Court judge
ruled aga i n st the plaintiffs in May, 2002,
w h i ch pro mpted GLAD to appeal to th e
M a s s a ch u s etts Supreme Judicial Court.  The
case is ex p e c ted to be heard by the Court th i s
s p ring, and decided in the summer of 2003.
NCLR joined an amicus brief supporting th e
c o u p l e s’ right to marry.    

–  Amicus brief joined

For updates on NCLR’s 
docket please visit our 

Web site:  

w w w. N C L R i g h t s . o r g

For free assistance in
English and Spanish, call us

at:  (415) 392-6257 
or (800) 528-6257



❖



FACESOFNCLR

NCLR Executive Director Kate Kendell enjoyed a great trip to Florida in
Fe b r u a ry.  Kate and staff attorney Karen Doering attended successful and
fabulous house parties in Tampa, Ft. Lauderdale and Miami.  Here Ka t e ,
National Advisory Board Liaison and Board Member Heather Hiles,
People's Court Judge and NCLR supporter Marilyn Millian, and long-time
National Advisory Board Member Raquel Matas bask in the warmth of our
terrific Miami house party hosted by Raquel and her partner Carla Lupi.

Planning committee for 2002 LGBT Elder
Conference in Oakland, CA.  NCLR's Elder Law
Project reaches hundreds of LGBT elders who
need practical advice, information and resources
to protect themselves and their relationships.
Our Elder Law workshops are always wildly suc-
cessful and much appreciated.

Kate Kendell goes back to her home state of Utah and joins over 15 0
NCLR friends and supporters at a fundraiser hosted by Jane and Ta m i
Marquardt.  Among the guests enjoying a marvelous evening were, 
( l - r ), former University of Utah basketball star Julie Kromennhoek, for-
mer ACLU of Utah Executive Director Carol Gnade, Salt Lake City Mayor
Ross “Rocky” Anderson, Kate Kendell, long-time donor Peggy To m s i c ,
and WNBA San Antonio Silver Stars standout forward Natalie Wi l l i a m s .

Public Education Director Marta Donayre with
John Vezina, lobbyist for the Human Rights
Campaign working on the Permanent Pa r t n e r s
Immigration Act (PPIA) and Marta Ames,
Executive Director, Pride At Work, meeting in
Washington DC late last year.
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Planning for the May 24, 2003, 26th Anniversary Event is in
high gear.  The Event is always spectacular largely due to the
involvement of our dedicated event committee volunteers.
Three of these wonderful women are ( l - r ) Kristina Militante and
Lillian Shiiba, Co-chairs of our Raffle, and Victoria Gonzalez, one
of our Table-Captain Co-chairs.

NCLR staff attorney Courtney Joslin and colleagues
creating some change of their own at NGLT F ' s
Annual Creating Change Conference in Po r t l a n d ,
Oregon, Fall 2002.

NCLR Florida staff attorney Karen Doering with
summer interns Jihi Bustamonte and Lisa Balfour.

NCLR is providing assistance to San Mateo family Ramona,
Arzu and Marina Gatto.

Client Nikki Youngblood ( c e n t e r ), with her girlfriend ( l ) a n d
actress Sharon Gless ( r ).

NCLR Staff Attorney Karen Doering ( l ), who is also a
consultant with Equality Florida, and legislative
lawyer for NGLTF's Transgender Civil Rights Project,
Lisa Mottet, worked with "Save Dade" and other
Florida activists last fall to defeat a right-wing attempt
to remove protections for LGBT people from Dade
County’s Human Rights Ordinance.
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L a st month the Commission on Opportunity in Ath l etics, appointed by Department of
Education Secreta ry Ro d e ri ck Pa i ge, submitted a maj o rity re p o rt to the Department th a t
poses an unp re c e d e n ted th reat to the viability of Title IX.  The Commission’s maj o ri t y
recommendations would we a ken key provisions of the law by permitting schools to disre-
ga rd the law ’s mandate of equal opport u n i t y.  Title IX, passed by Congress in 1972, bans
s ex discrimination in schools, academics and ath l etics.  Title IX sta tes: 

" No person in the U.S. shall, on the basis of sex be excluded from participation in, or
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any educational pro-
gram or activity receiving fe d e ral aid."

Title IX has gre a t ly increased the opportunities for girls and women to part i c i p a te in
i n te rs ch o l a stic and inte rc o l l e g i a te ath l etics.  In 1971, befo re passage of this gro u n d-
b reaking law, fewer than 300,000 high school girls played inte rs ch o l a stic sports.  To d ay,
that number is 2.4 million.

While much of Title IX’s success has been in the area of ath l etics, its gains in incre a s i n g
educational opportunities are also notable. Befo re Title IX, many schools saw no pro b-
lem in refusing to admit women or having st rict limits. The sta t i stics tell the sto ry:

•  In 19 94, women re c e i ved 38% of medical degrees, comp a red with 9% in 1972. 
•  In 19 94, women earned 43% of law degrees, comp a red with 7% in 1972. 
•  In 19 94, 44% of all docto ral degrees to U.S. citizens went to women, up from 

25% in 1977. 

E ven with all these gains we all know that women and girls continue to suffer discri m i n a-
tion and harassment.  We know that many lesbian and bisexual girls part i c i p a te in ath-
l etics, and if Title IX is we a kened, these young women will lose valuable opportunities to
gain self-confidence and self-esteem.  Given the perva s i ve harassment and discri m i n a-
tion faced by lesbian and bisexual girls in schools, the loss of these opportunities wo u l d
be part i c u l a rly deva sta t i n g .

Title IX made women like Mia Hamm, Sheryl Swoopes and hundreds of other sta n d o u t
p ro fessional ath l etes the sta rs th ey are.  Title IX re qu i red an equality of opportunity th a t
has tra n s fo rmed the playing field and the wo rkplace. We have all been benefi c i a ries of
the mandates of Title IX.  Please do not allow the law to be gutted.  Go to
w w w. S ave TitleIX.com for action steps you can ta ke to help pro tect this imp o rtant civil
rights law.  You can also call President Bush at 202-456-1111 and Secreta ry Pa i ge at 202-
4 01-3000 and tell them to reject the Commission’s proposals.  ❖

NCLR Homophobia in Sports Coord i n a tor Helen
C a rroll (center), with San Francisco Chro n i c l e
C o l u m n i st Joan Ryan (left), and Real Sport s
M a gazine Founder Amy Love at NCLR co-sponsore d
event, "When Girls Got the Gym: Title IX at Age 30."
Helen is joined by her twin daughte rs Savannah and
Mica, future benefi c i a ries of Title IX.

“ Without Title IX,
I’d be nowhere.”
– Cheryl Miller, Olympic athlete,
O u t s ta n ding member of 1984 gold
medal women’s basketball team
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Title IX, the gro u n d b reaking fe d e ral law that gave
women and girls unp re c e d e n ted opportunity in
s p o rts and ath l etics, is under atta ck by the Bush
a d m i n i st ration.  Through our Homophobia in Sport s
P roject we are helping to raise the alarm and assure
that the imp o rtant protections and fundamenta l
e quality embodied in Title IX are not gutte d .

Title IX 
Under Attack
Title IX Recommendations T h re a t e n
Opportunities and Safety of Girls and Wo m e n
in All Schools



Celebrating more than a quarter century of legal advocacy

( 415) 392-6257 [T] 
( 415) 392-844 2 [F]
(800) 528-6257

i n fo @ NC L R i g h t s . o rg
w w w. NC L R i g h t s . o rg

Founded in 1977 and headquartered in San Francisco, NCLR is a national, lesbian, feminist,
n o n - p r ofit law firm.  Our mission is to create a world in which every lesbian can live fully, free
from discrimination.  Through impact litigation, public policy advocacy, public education,
and direct legal services, we advance the legal and human rights of lesbians, gay men, and
bisexual and transgender individuals across the United States.  Each year we serve more
than 3,500 clients in all fifty states.
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NCLR believes that education helps advance our rights.  These are some of the places our staffers are traveling.
Check out www.NCLRights.org for our most up-to-date happenings!

NC L R National Offi c e
870 Market St re et, Suite 57 0
San Francisco, CA  9410 2

NC L R Regional Offi c e
3708 W. Swann Ave n u e
Ta mpa, FL  33609

NC L RO NT H ER OA D !

M a rc h
True Colors X Conference -
West Hartford, CT

The National Gay & Lesbian
Athletics Conference -
Cambridge/Boston, MA

Speech at The University of
Michigan Law School -
Ann Arbor, MI

Legal Issues Facing Lesbian,
G a y , Bisexual, T r a n s g e n d e r
Elders - Chicago, IL

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender Caregivers:
Expanding the Community of
Care - San Francisco, CA

Bay Area Old Lesbians
Organizing for Change (OLOC) -
San Francisco, CA

Ap r i l
Women's Basketball Coaches
Association Conference –
Atlanta, GA

Winning Women, Gay and
Lesbian Victory Fund – 
Atlanta, GA

J u l y
North American Gay Amateur
Athletic Association - softball –
Kansas City, MO

J u n e
Orlando Gay Days – Orlando, FL

National Black Lesbian
C o n f e r e n c e – Los Angeles, CA

Exclusion & Asylum,
Immigration Sexuality and the
Law Conference – Los Angeles, CA

Reception at Seattle University
Law School – Seattle, WA

Speech at Williams College –
Williamstown, MA

Gay & Lesbian Alliance of the
Central Coast/LGBT Legal Issues
Workshop – San Luis Obispo, CA

M a y
Equality Forum, The Global
LGBT Event – Philadelphia, PA

California NOW Conference – 
Los Angeles, CA

Association of Family and
Conciliation Courts: LGBT
I n s t i t u t e – Ottawa, Canada

Save the Date:
May 24th, 2003
2 6 t h
Anniversary 
Gala in San
F r a n c i s c o
(see back cover for deta i l s )

Gala Co-ch a i rs Betsy Allen (l), and Lesley We ave r



Jump on it.
FRIDAY, 4:30 PM – 6 PM
Welcome Reception at Mecca

SAT URDAY, 10 AM – 1 PM
Treasure Island Brunch Cruise

SAT URDAY, 10 AM – 2 PM
Walking Tour of The Castro

SAT URDAY, 6 PM – 12 AM 
Anniversary Gala Dinner Dance

SAT URDAY, 12 AM – 2 AM 
After-party at The Cherry Bar

SUNDAY, 10 AM – 2 PM
Walking Tour of The Castro

SUNDAY, 3 PM – 8 PM
Salsa Dance Party at El Rio

ALL WEEKEND
Shopping + spa discounts at Nordstrom
Salon discounts at Cinta Salon
Hotel Discounts at Hotel Rex

For all questions other than the Gala 
Dinner Dance, call 415.392.6257 x 311 or email
LibertyWeekend2003@NCLRights.org.

All venues are wheelchair accessible.

26th Anniversary Gala Dinner Dance
May 24th, 6 pm - Midnight
Moscone Center Ballroom, San Francisco
Emcee: Kate Clinton
Awardees: Barbara Gittings,
Ashly and Amelia Massey, Ana Oliveira

415.392.6257 x 314
Email Powers@NCLRights.org
Or visit www.NCLRights.org

Discounted air travel on American Airlines. 
Call 1.800.433.1790 and mention Starfile number A5353AK 
for discounted rates for NCLR’s Liberty Weekend.

Save

TICKETS: $200  

TABLES: $2,000/$2,500/$5,000/$10,000 

DISCOUNTED TICKETS FOR VOLUNTEERS!

PRESENTING SPONSORS

NCLR OFFICIAL AIRLINE
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