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• Prohibit discrimination in receipt or participation in the Act’s benefits based on 
certain characteristics, including race, national origin, age, sex, gender identity, and 
sexual orientation, and;

• Provide home and community-based long-term services and supports for those in 
need, especially older patients and those with disabilities. 2

Impact on LGBTQ People 
Providing universal healthcare coverage is an LGBTQ issue.
  
• Today, 15% of LGBTQ people remain uninsured compared to only 12% of their 
non-LGBTQ peers.3  The Medicare for All Act would provide health insurance coverage 
for both the LGBTQ and non-LGBTQ uninsured population, regardless of their financial 
situation. 

•• Employment discrimination often pushes LGBTQ individuals into low-wage jobs 
that do not offer health insurance coverage.4  This Act would ensure that low-wage 
employees receive healthcare coverage.

• Nearly 1 out of 10 same-sex couples reported experiencing discrimination from an 
insurance carrier based on their sexual orientation. This Act would protect consumers 
from the discriminatory denial of healthcare benefits based on sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 5

•• LGBTQ people face greater risks of substance dependence and mental health 
issues than non-LGBTQ people. LGBTQ adults are 1.5 times more likely to experience 
depression and anxiety. Lesbian, bisexual, and queer women suffer from substance 
use disorder at more than 3 times the rate of straight women.6 
 

•• LGBTQ elders are less likely than non-LGBTQ elders to have long-term services and 
care insurance. 7  This Act would ensure access to long-term services for those elders 
in need.

• LGB people of color and those living with HIV/AIDS are 2 times as likely to 
experience abusive treatment from medical professionals. 8
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