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ABOUT NCLR

The National Center for Lesbian Rights is a national legal organization committed to
advancing the civil and human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people
and their families through litigation, public policy advocacy, and public education.

Thirty-three years ago, a brave and determined woman, fresh out of law school and

eager to make a difference, decided to put her knowledge to good use. As a legal
scholar, Donna Hitchens saw the courtroom as a way to change the world. As a lesbian,
she had experienced both personal and professional frustrations and fears, and didn’t
want others to suffer the same.

That was in 1977. Today, that pioneering spirit and unwavering commitment to advance
the civil and human rights of all lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people

DEAR NCLR CHAMPION:

Maybe it was the fact that | was approaching my 50th birthday, or that | was celebrating
my 15th anniversary as an employee of NCLR. Or maybe it was because my spouse,

my kids, my friends, my staff and the NCLR Board are so unstinting in their support.
Whatever the reason, for me, 2009 was a year of gratitude.

Even in the midst of days where | feel
profound frustration, or days when we have
to tell a client we lost a case, or can’t help
someone who lost their job in Oklahoma
because they are gay and the laws there are
harmful, | feel so lucky to be here doing this
work. And | am not alone.

Our staff and Board all feel the same sense
of honor that it is to be alive now, doing work
that changes lives. For us, gratitude is what
fuels our passion and our commitment. | feel
very secure in saying that when we all come
to work each day we are focused on one
thing: how can we make this nation live up

to its promise of equality and justice for our
community?

So whether it’s a policy change in a federal
agency, representing an asylum client who
suffered persecution in her home country,
convening family law attorneys from around
the country to better represent their LGBT

clients, answering calls and e-mails from around
the country from LGBT folks who need help
and answers, or fighting battles big and small
everyday, in dozens of communities, for our
fellow LGBT brothers and sisters—we do it all
with an unwavering determination and belief
that we are bending that arc of history.

Amid all of our work, we never lose sight that it
is your faith and your trust that makes possible
Without you, we would be only dreamers. With
you, we are doers—who still dream that what
we do makes a difference. It is a blessed life.
Thank you.

Very truly yours,

Kate Kendell, Esq.
Executive Director

continues. Each year, through litigation, public policy advocacy, and public education, NCLR helps more
than 5,000 LGBT people and their families nationwide. And our precedent-setting case victories literally
rewrite the law, changing the legal landscape for all LGBT people and families across the nation. For
more than three decades we've been leaders in bringing historic cases, and today we are still trailblazing
in pursuit of justice, fairness, and legal protections for all LGBT people.

From a humble yet tenacious initial focus on addressing the overlooked discrimination against lesbians,
NCLR has grown to expand its life- and law-changing work in order to advance the legal landscape for
every LGBT person. Our programs focusing on employment, immigration, youth, elder law, transgender
law, marriage, relationship protections, sports, healthcare, and family law create safer homes, safer jobs,

and a more just world.
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NCLR’S 2009 CASES

FAMILIES AND PARENTING
AAR, ex parte - PR

Smith v. Quale - CA

Charisma R. v. Kristina S. - CA
LE v.KR-FL

Johnson v. SooHoo - |A

Inre JD.F. - OH

In re Lucy Mullen - OH
InreSJL -OH

Debra H. v Janice R. - NY
Karen Atala Riffo v. Chile - Chile

FEDERAL POLICY
D.C. Parenting Law

HEALTHCARE
Benitez v. North Coast Women's
Care Medical Group - CA

IMMIGRATION AND ASYLUM
Martinez v. Holder - Guatemala

In re AC - Honduras

Inre SK. - Pakistan

In re Angelica - Mexico

In re Barbara - El Salvador

In re Alejandra - Guatemala

John Doe. v. Alberto Gonzalez - Egypt
In re Vicky - Mexico

In re MG.R - Mexico, Immigration Court
In re MQ. - Mexico

In re Eduardo - Mexico

In re EG. - Uganda

In re LM. - Mexico

In re Marta - Mexico, Immigration Court
Inre MGT. - Mexico

In re MG. - Mexico

Inre RF. - Honduras

Inre RT. - Peru

In re S.H. - Bosnia, Immigration Court

In re VR. - Mexico

In re Jasmine - Guatemala

Inre N.A. - Saudi Arabia

In re VO - Guatemala, Immigration Court
Inre YG. - Mexico, Immigration Court
In re Ximena - Mexico, Immigration Court

MARRIAGE

In re Marriage Cases - CA

Jackson v. D.C. Board of Elections and Ethics
Perry v. Schwarzenegger - CA

Strauss v. Horton - CA

Varnum v. Brien - I1A

OTHER CIVIL RIGHTS

Christian Legal Society v. Martinez - Federal
Doe V. Reed - Federal

lgbal v. Ashcroft - Federal

RELATIONSHIP RECOGNITION

Demers v. Zupancic - CO

Kerrigan & Mock v. Connecticut
Department of Public Health - CT

Reynolds and McKinley - OK/
Cherokee Nation

Colombia Diversa, Expediente No.
D-6362, Corte Constitucional de
Colombia - Colombia

SPORTS

Steven Apilado, et al. v. The North
American Gay Amateur Athletic
Alliance - WA

Sulpizio and Bass v. Mesa
Community College - CA

TRANSGENDER RIGHTS

Adams, Vanessa v. Federal Bureau
of Prisons et al. - MA

Gammett v. Idaho State Board of
Corrections - ID

YOUTH

DA v.JW. - FL

California Education Committee v.
O’Connell - CA

LITIGATION HIGHLIGHTS

L.E. v. K.R. (Florida Court of Appeals)

NCLR’s victory in this case established that Florida must recognize second-parent adoptions
by same-sex parents from other states, despite Florida’'s own prohibition of adoption by
lesbian, gay, and bisexual persons. Two women, L.E. and K.R., were in a committed relationship
and had two children together in Washington State. The couple completed second-parent
adoptions in Washington to ensure that both partners had a legally protected relationship

to their children. The couple moved to Florida, where they lived together for several years
before their relationship ended. After separating, they successfully shared equal custody and
visitation with both children until K.R. unilaterally decided that she would raise her biological
child by herself and that she no longer wished to have any contact with L.E.'s biological child.
K.R. unilaterally cut off all contact with L.E. and refused to permit any contact between the
children, who had been raised together as sisters all of their lives. On May 13, 2009, the Florida
Court of Appeals unanimously reversed a lower court ruling and held that Florida must give
full faith and credit to adoptions granted to same-sex couples by other states.

NCLR and Tampa family law attorney Leslie Talbot represented L.E. in the trial court. NCLR
and pro bono attorneys from the Florida offices of Carlton Fields represented L.E. in the
Florida Court of Appeals.

Inre N.A. (Saudi Arabia, U.S. Asylum Office)

Every asylum case won for a lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender person not only saves the
life of our client, but strengthens sexual orientation and gender identity as protected classes
within immigration law. N.A. is one of the many LGBT persons from around the globe who
have come to NCLR for help after being persecuted because of their sexual orientation or
gender identity in their home countries. Saudi Arabia criminalizes sexual intimacy between
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same-sex partners, which is punishable by death or flogging. NCLR client N.A. is a young

gay man from Saudi Arabia, who lived his life in fear that others would discover his sexual
orientation. He knew that gay men were often detained by police, tortured, and killed. He also
knew that his family would disapprove or even report him to the police if they found out about
his sexual orientation. When he was sexually assaulted by a group of men and was unable to
report the incident out of fear of more violence, he became deeply depressed and attempted
suicide. Eventually, N.A. was able to flee Saudi Arabia and come to the U.S., where he contacted
NCLR for help. With NCLR’s assistance, N.A. was granted asylum on September 23, 2009.

Sulpizio v. San Diego Mesa College (California Superior Court)

This case is a key victory in NCLR’s ongoing program to achieve equity for LGBT athletes and
coaches, who often face discrimination based both on their sexual orientation and gender. Lorri
Sulpizio was the Head Women'’s Basketball Coach at San Diego Mesa College (Mesa), and her
domestic partner, Cathy Bass, was the team’s Director of Basketball Operations for over eight
years. Despite Sulpizio’s and Bass's dedication and demonstrated track record of success,

Mesa officials fired both coaches at the end of the 2007 academic year after Coach Sulpizio
repeatedly advocated for equal treatment of female student-athletes and female faculty, and
following publication in a local paper of an article identifying Sulpizio and Bass as domestic
partners.

On September 8, 2008, the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) of the United States Department of
Education found that Mesa had failed to provide equal treatment to female athletes in a number
of respects, corroborating Coach Sulpizio’s concerns.

On December 3, 2009, a jury found that Mesa had unlawfully retaliated against Coach Sulpizio
for complaining about the school’s unequal treatment of female athletes. NCLR represented
Coach Sulpizio, along with pro bono attorneys Mattheus Stephens of Stock Stephens, LLP and
Leslie F. Levy.

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHTS

Planning with Purpose:
Legal Basics for LGBT
Elders

A publication to help LGBT
elders and their families
and caregivers navigate
legal issues by providing
basic information about
select areas of the law

that are important to
LGBT elders, especially
individuals and couples
who are age 55 and ovetr.

Hidden Injustice: Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender Youth in
Juvenile Courts

This report, released in
collaboration with the
Equity Project, Legal
Services for Children,
and the National Juvenile
Defender Center, provides
the first comprehensive
examination of the
treatment of LGBT

youth in juvenile courts
nationwide.

NCLR’S WORK

FAMILY LAW 49%

AT A GLANCE

YOUTH 1% OTHER 5%

Legal Advocates
Challenging Stereotypes
and Increasing Access
to Justice for LGBT
Communities

Proyecto Poderoso
Coordinator Lisa Cisneros
and NCLR Family Protection
Project Coordinator Cathy
Sakimura published this
article in Legal Services of
Northern California’s Racial
Equity Project newsletter.
The article is part of NCLR’s
ongoing efforts to inform
and motivate legal services
organizations to provide
more help to poor and
working-class LGBT clients.

TRANSGENDER

5%

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 8%

EMPLOYMENT
AND HOUSING 9%

IMMIGRATION
AND ASYLUM 10%

ESTATE AND
FINANCIAL
PLANNING 12%

Family Law Issues for
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
and Transgender
People

Co-authored by NCLR
Legal Director Shannon
Minter and former NCLR
Senior Staff Attorney
Courtney Joslin, now

an Acting Professor

at UC Davis School of
Law. Published by West
Publishing.
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NCLR AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS HISTORY OF PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE"*

for the Year Ending December 31, 2009 2005-2009

*Does not include donated professional services

PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUE 5 mil —
Individuals $1,800,306 g
. o
Bequests $72,664 4 mil - " S
i < N
Foundations $566,191 ® &
Donated professional services $1,155,710 9 <
i 3 mil — 0 o N il
Special events $648,721 a < < o
AN
Case fees $20,837 N 23 8' o=
< ) N
Other revenue $54,624 ) g M 8
2 mil — - V) 4
Total Public Support and Revenue $4,319,053 :; Py M
&
1 mil —
EXPENSES
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Legal programs and services $4,045,193
Management and general $73,432
Fundraising $722194 2009 EXPENSES
Total Expenses $4,840,819

84% LEGAL PROGRAMS & SERVICES 15% FUNDRAISING

Decrease in unrestricted net assets ($521,766)
Net assets, beginning of year $2,516,657
Net assets, end of year $1,994,891

Please contact NCLR for a complete audited statement.




FOUNDATIONS AND CHARITABLE FUNDS

NCLR deeply appreciates the following foundations’ and charitable funds’ generous support in helping us to imagine and craft a more humane world.

Alpert-Marcus Fund of the
Jewish Community Foundation of
Los Angeles
Anne Casscells Fund of the
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Anning & Doris Smith Family Foundation
Arcus Foundation
Astraea Lesbian Foundation for
Justice:
Purple Lady Fund
Right Action Fund
Roots and Wings Fund
Baker Brook Foundation
Berkeley Law Foundation
The David Bohnett Foundation
Don Blaugrund LGBT Fund of
Community Foundation
Sonoma County

SPONSORS

Dora Freedman Levit
Fund for People
Eddie Reynolds and Ed Jones Family
Fund of the Silicon Valley
Community Foundation
The Eden Foundation
The Eleanor Lloyd Dees Foundation
Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund
GALLA Legal Defense &
Education Fund
Gill Foundation
Global Fund for Women
Heller-Bernard Fund at
The Funding Exchange
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation
H. van Ameringen Foundation

Horizons Foundation:

A &P Fund

The Bob Dockendorff Fund

Gay Chemists Support Fund

The Gay Empowerment
Neumann-Richardson Fund

Geoff & James' Big Gay
Adventure Fund

girls just wanna have funD

Harwood Hall Fund

Jan Zobel Lesbian Values Fund

The Jurkanin Cooper Family Fund

Lewy Gay Values Fund

Live Oak Fund

O’Hanlan-Walker LGBT
Equality Fund

Queer Leadership Fund

Robert Holgate Philanthropic Fund
Susan Lowenberg &
Joyce Newstat Fund
Weis/Renfroe Fund
J.B. Margaret Blaugrund Foundation
Jerry J. Wilson Memorial Foundation

Jewish Community Endowment Fund:

Anonymous (2)
Alvin H. Baum, Jr.
Philanthropic Fund
Constance Wolf Philanthropic Fund
Levi Strauss Foundation
Michael Dively Fund of the
Community Foundation of the
Florida Keys
Mona Pittenger Fund of Tulsa
Community Foundation

NCLR thanks the following partners whose sponsorship helps NCLR work tirelessly for social, racial, and economic justice.

$50,000 and above
Wells Fargo

$25,000 to $49,000
AAA Travel
American Airlines

$10,000 to $24,999
Bink Wines

Marriott

Morrison & Foerster LLP
Olivia

PG&E
Sweet
Wolfe Video

$5,000 to $9,999

Babes Around Denver

Chevron Corporation

Google

Hanson Bridgett

Jones Day

Kimpton Hotel &
Restaurant Group, LLC

Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Law Offices of Paula Canny
Lieff Cabraser Heiman &

Bernstein, LLP
Morgan Stanley
Nordstrom
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Russell Reynolds Associates
Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP

$3,000 to $4,999
Autodesk
Bank of the West
Bingham McCutchen LLP
Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & Bass LLP
Cooley Godward & Kronish LLP
Ernst & Young
Farella Braun + Martel LLP
Dorothy L. Fernandez &

Lisa Stenmark
Horizons Foundation

*Lists as of June 29, 2010. We want to make sure our donors are acknowledged and listed appropriately and accurately; please notify us of any corrections at development@ncirights.org.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Angela Berry

Angela Brown, Esq.
Stacey Camillo, J.D.

Erin L. Dominguez, Esq.
Emily Doskow, Esq. - Co-chair
Dorothy Fernandez, Esaq.
Thelma Garza, J.D.

Kelly McCown, Esq.
Leigh Morgan

Michelle Ortiz - Co-chair
Maya Philipson

Olga Talamante

Minna Tao

STAFF
Jennifer Barth
Office Manager

Leanna Blankenship
Development Associate &
Database Coordinator

Noemi Calonje
Immigration Project Director
Helen J. Carroll

Sports Project Director
Azael Chavez Laria
Project Assistant

Lisa Cisneros, Esq.

Pride Law Fellow &

Proyecto Poderoso Director
Joshua Delgado

Legal Assistant

lain Finlay

Manager of Finance & Administration
Robin Galas

Bookkeeper

Kris Hermanns

Director of Planning & Development
Melissa Higuchi
Development Assistant
Cecille Isidro
Communications Associate

Sarah Isaacs, Esq.
Pro Bono Attorney

Angeles Jimenez

Proyecto Poderoso Community Worker
Kate Kendell, Esq.

Executive Director

Jody Marksamer, Esq.

Staff Attorney & Youth Project Director
Shannon Price Minter, Esq.
Legal Director

Eleanor Palacios

Events Manager

Daniel Redman, Esq.

Elder Law Project Fellow

Calla Rongerude

Director of Communications

Melanie Rowen, Esq.

Staff Attorney

Maya Rupert, Esq.
Federal Policy Attorney

Cathy Sakimura, Esq.

Staff Attorney &

Family Protection Project Coordinator
Liz Seaton, Esq.

Director of Projects & Managing Attorney
Christopher Stoll, Esq.

Senior Staff Attorney

Amy Todd-Gher, Esq.

Senior Staff Attorney

llona Turner, Esq.

Staff Attorney

REELRRWIIIEINS

Transgender Equality Field Organizer
Ming Wong, Esq.

Helpline Attorney

Dena Zaldua-Hilkene

Manager of Annual Giving

INTERNS
Kendra Garcia

Nat Okey
Melissa Tang

New Prospect Foundation

Open Society Institute

Pride Foundation

Pride Law Fund:
Tom Steel Fellowship

Roberta A. Conroy Charitable
Fund of the California
Community Foundation

The San Francisco Foundation:
Ira S. Hirschfield Fund
Lynn & Dan Alper Fund
Strategy Lab Fund

Stonewall Community Foundation:
Jeff Soref & Paul Lombardi Fund
Mark Sexton & Kirk Wallace Fund
Traub-Dicker Fund

Integrated Wealth Management

Keker & Van Nest LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

Munger Tolles & Olson

San Francisco 49ers

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich &
Rosati Foundation

$1,800 to $2,999
Bidwell Nalley, Inc.
Business Consultants

LAW CLERKS

Emily Chaloner

Dan Dwyer

Lauren Marie Fleming
Robert Garcia
Desiree Howard
Karim Kentfield
Angela Okamura
Zach Strassburger

PUBLIC INTEREST ASSOCIATES
Adam Forest, Esq.

Cara Sherman, Esq.

Kara Wilson, Esq.

NATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD
Kate Clinton - NY

Fiona Martin - CO

Yesenia Olivera-Leon - FL
Deborah Ortega, Ph.D. - CO

Tides Foundation:
Kicking Assets Fund
Mark Krueger Charitable Fund
Underdog Fund
Working Assets/CREDO
Grantmaking Fund
Tyler L. Rigg Memorial Foundation
The Ullman Family Foundation
van Loben Sels/RembeRock
Foundation
Working Assets/CREDO

Cameron Hughes Wines
CapirasoBing Consulting, Inc.
Dorsey & Whitney

Fenwick & West LLP

Lisa Honig & Dale Schroedel
Robbye Mohn

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Sena Family Law, PC
Shearman & Sterling LLP
The Wald Group

Barbara Russo - NY

Eileen Scallen, Esqg. - MN
Jill Schlesinger - NY

Sarah M. Schmidt, Psy.D - IL

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
Roberta Achtenberg, Esq. - CA
Carol Alpert - NY

Susan A. Gore - TX

Joyce Hunter - NY

Surina Khan - CA

Phyllis Lyon - CA

Lory Masters - TX

Raquel Matas, Esq. - FL

Nancy Polikoff, Esg. - DC
Ruthann Robson, Esg. - NY
Abby R. Rubenfeld, Esqg. - TN
Carmen Vazquez - NY







Contact Us

tel 415.392.6257

fax 415.392.8442

toll free 800.528.6257
info@nclrights.org
www.nclrights.org

National Office

870 Market Street

Suite 370

San Francisco CA 94102

The National Center for Lesbian
Rights is a national legal
organization committed to
advancing the civil and human
rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender people and
their families through litigation,
public policy advocacy, and

public education.
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