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From Imani

Dear Friends,  

This has been a difficult year for our clients, our community, and our country. LGBTQ people have experienced 
unrelenting attacks on our freedom, equity, and dignity. 

Across the nation, our rights are under siege. Legislation at the state and federal level has stripped access to 
transition-related medical care, forced transgender servicemembers out of the military and threatened the validity 
of settled Supreme Court decisions like Dobbs and Obergefell.

Our work has never been more urgent, but our vision remains clear and focused. When we witnessed an 
onslaught of anti-democracy executive actions, NCLR was the first to respond, challenging anti-LGBTQ policy 
and joining a cadre of civil rights organizations in a collective effort to save our democracy. NCLR will always 
fight for justice, and we will always defend the rights of all LGBTQ people. Our team is working overtime to find 
compelling legal arguments to protect our communities in the courts, and we continue to forge new partnerships 
to build a strong coalition of civil rights defenders in every state. 

In these difficult times, we must work together. This administration is determined to dismantle civil rights protections 
that NCLR has spent decades fighting for. We remain committed to the future we deserve, one where justice and 
equity are realities for all of us. 

Thank you for your partnership, and your commitment to justice, equity, and democracy.  It’s an honor to be on 
your team. 

With gratitude,

Imani Rupert-Gordon, President
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Dear NCLR Family,  

This year was profound — for our country, our movement and for NCLR. 

In June, after 48 years as the National Center for Lesbian Rights, NCLR expanded our name to be inclusive 
of the entire community we serve. Now, as the National Center for LGBTQ Rights, we center our feminist roots, 
our exceptional work in family law and our more than four decades fighting for and achieving rights for all 
LGBTQ people. 

And the timing could not have been better. As we gather all our resources, our partners and our expertise to 
fight for more than LGBTQ equality, it is going to take this breadth of experience and the collective resources of 
all of us to challenge the relentless hate and attacks we are experiencing today.  

As co-chairs of the board of directors, we are humbled and proud of the efforts of this team. NCLR has not 
only challenged many executive orders of this administration, but we are also working in partnership with AGs 
across the country to protect existing laws guarding LGBTQ rights, leading the National LGBTQ Anti-Poverty 
Network and continuing to create new strategies to stop, delay and reduce harm through litigation and 
legislative efforts. 

We are grateful for the partners who increased their investment in our work during this difficult time.  We are 
in this together. Stay steadfast, stay connected, and know this: love and justice remain our most powerful tools. 
And together, we will prevail.

From the Board

In Solidarity, 

Dulce A. Garcia and Elisa Diana Huerta 
Co-Chairs, Board of Directors
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OUR WORK
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Instead of focusing on lowering grocery prices or driving down health care costs, conservative lawmakers 
are spending their time in office enacting policies that aggressively target our community. There is a concerted 
effort by our opponents to politicize LGBTQ people – especially transgender children – and target their 
safety and security. And while these types of attacks are not new, the escalating attempts to dismantle our 
hard-won civil rights protections are alarming, and it’s putting LGBTQ people and their families at risk. 

In response, NCLR is tightening our focus and leaning into what we lead in: Strategic litigation to defend the 
most vulnerable members of our community, public education around the broad implications of discriminatory 
policy and precedent setting victories that enshrine civils rights for all.
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This fiscal year has been dominated by the 
devastating effects of the Trump administration’s 
anti-LGBTQ policies and executive orders. This 
administration seems determined to dismantle any 
protections for the LGBTQ community.

Trump’s executive orders, starting on the first day of his term, have included 
an order defining “sex” to completely exclude transgender people; changing 
references from “LGBTQI+” on government websites to “LGB,”; revoking the ability 
of transgender federal employees to receive medically needed care; excluding 
transgender people from homeless shelters; and directing that all incarcerated 
transgender persons be denied medical treatments and be housed by birth sex, 
where they are nine times more susceptible to violence.

As the new administration has rolled out executive orders threatening our 
community, NCLR has been responding rapidly and working closely with partner 
organizations and law firms to mount an effective litigation strategy. When Donald 
Trump issued an order on January 27, 2025, banning transgender people from 
serving in the U.S. military, NCLR filed suit to challenge this ban the next day. When 
Trump tried to override the Prison Rape Elimination Act with an executive order on 
his first full day in office, NCLR and co-counsel filed suit immediately.

Talbott v. United States

Within days of taking office in January, President Trump issued executive order 
14183: Prioritizing Military Excellence and Readiness calling for all transgender 
military service members to be discharged. The order was cruel and demeaning to 
transgender service members, who have sacrificed so much to serve their country 
with honor, accusing them of being dishonest and lacking the integrity to serve. NCLR 
sued on behalf of several plaintiffs fighting to retain their employment in the Armed 
Services, filing Talbott v. United States, the first challenge to this military ban, less than 
a week later. In March, the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia issued a 
preliminary injunction preventing the administration from implementing the ban, and 
while the government quickly appealed, asking the court to overturn the injunction 
and let the military proceed with discharging transgender service members, NCLR 
was successful in our efforts to block executive order 14183 from being implemented 
and protect our clients’ careers.

Our motion asserts that President Trump’s ban violates transgender servicemembers’ 
right to equal protection, singling them out with an “irrational and prejudicial” policy 
based on a characteristic that has nothing to do with fitness to serve.

Challenging the Federal 
Government



“
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Shilling v. United States

As Talbott v. United States moved through the courts in D.C., Shilling v. United States, 
another case challenging executive order 14183, was filed in Washington state by 
our partner organizations. NCLR’s 32 plaintiffs in Talbott joined an amicus brief in 
support of the plaintiffs in Shilling, and much like Talbott, the court also ordered the 
government to halt implementation of the ban. Unwilling to wait for a final verdict, 
the government appealed, taking its request to stay the preliminary injunction all 
the way to the Supreme Court. On May 6, the Supreme Court granted the stay, 
allowing the ban to go into effect.

Both Talbott and Shilling v. United States are proceeding through the legal system, 
and the future of the ban is being decided in court, but the Supreme Court opened 
the door to a cruel and unprecedented purge of highly trained, capable personnel 
who will lose the careers they have worked so hard to establish, in some cases for 
decades. Many transgender servicemembers have now been separated from the 
military. In spite of this setback, which is devastating for affected military families 
and enacts unjust discrimination by the largest employer in the United States, NCLR 
will continue to challenge this cruel and discriminatory policy in Talbott, and we 
believe these brave, honorable service members will be vindicated in the end. 

In both Talbott and Shilling, it was abundantly clear to the 
court that it must act swiftly to protect our troops from an 
unconstitutional and indefensible ban that would disrupt the 
lives and dismantle the careers of thousands of transgender 
servicemembers and their families. The harms associated 
with this ban are gut-wrenching. In each of these cases, the 
government did not even attempt to claim that any evidence 
supported its position. There is no reason to discharge 
individuals who are serving capably and honorably.”  

— SHANNON MINTER, VP OF LEGAL
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United States v. Skrmetti 

In September of 2024 NCLR submitted an amicus brief in support of transgender 
youth and their families who are plaintiffs in U.S. v. Skrmetti, a Supreme Court case 
challenging Tennessee’s law banning medical care for transgender youth. We 
know that every family should have the freedom to love and support their children, 
but these bans deny that right to families of transgender children. NCLR believes 
that preserving the right to medical care for trans kids is essential to ensuring that 
everyone has equal access to medical care recommended by their doctor and has 
been litigating similar cases on behalf of clients in Kentucky, Alabama and Florida.

On June 18, the Supreme Court released its decision in United States v. Skrmetti, 
upholding Tennessee’s law banning transgender youth healthcare. The result is 
devastating for youth in Tennessee, who will be deprived of essential, evidence-
based care that has been shown to greatly improve their health and wellbeing. 

While it’s clear that many lawmakers carry animus toward transgender people 
and the larger LGBTQ community, the sole legal issue in this case is whether these 
bans discriminate based on sex. The entire case rests on this legal question—not 
on whether the justices approve of transgender healthcare. This decision essentially 
asserts that banning this care is not sex discrimination, and the legal implications 
of this kind of precedent are far reaching. Laws like Tennessee’s are cruel and 
discriminatory, and while the decision by the Supreme Court to allow these laws 
to take effect technically does not have bearing outside of the state, this marks 
a significant shift in the behavior of the court, and will make challenging these 
bans more difficult at the state level. NCLR will continue to seek new avenues to 
challenge legislation that prevents vulnerable children from getting the healthcare 
they need.

Doe v. Bondi

On January 30, 2025, NCLR and our movement partners filed a complaint in the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia on behalf of three transgender women 
in Doe v. Bondi (formerly Doe v. McHenry) a case challenging a federal Bureau 
of Prisons policy which would override Prison Rape Elimination Act protections for 
vulnerable populations, including transgender women, and would terminate all 
medical care for gender dysphoria for incarcerated individuals.

As a result of the policy, which stems from a January 20, 2025, executive order 
issued by President Trump, plaintiffs were at imminent risk of being moved to men’s 
facilities and having their necessary medical care withdrawn. Our complaint alleges 
that the policies required by the new executive order violate the Administrative 
Procedure Act because they are “arbitrary and capricious” and directly conflict with 
a Prison Rape Elimination Act regulation requiring prison officials to make housing 
determinations based on an individualized assessment of safety and security. The 
complaint also alleges that the policies required by the new Executive Order are 
unconstitutional because they discriminate based on a person’s transgender status, 
in violation of the Equal Protection Clause, and violate the Eighth Amendment’s 
prohibition of cruel and unusual punishment.  

A federal judge granted the preliminary injunction in our case and did the same 
for subsequent preliminary injunction requests for additional plaintiffs added to the 
case (some of whom were already transferred to men’s facilities and must now be 
transferred back). The administration has appealed these preliminary injunctions, and 
we are preparing to defend them in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. 
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Chiles v. Salazar

In 2014, building on years of work to protect LGBTQ youth, NCLR formally 
launched Born Perfect, a program to end conversion therapy by supporting state 
and local advocates as they worked to pass laws to protect LGBTQ children and 
young people, fighting in courtrooms to ensure their safety, and raising awareness 
about the serious harms caused by these dangerous practices. Born Perfect quickly 
became a highly visible, powerful, and rapidly growing campaign in the LGBTQ 
movement to protect minors from conversion therapy and—more broadly—to 
promote family acceptance and bring an end to the stigma that still fuels familial 
and societal rejection of LGBTQ people. 

Wide-reaching and effective public education has helped to ensure that parents 
and policymakers are aware of the harms of conversion therapy. 22 states and 
more than 150 cities have passed laws or ordinances banning these practices for 
minors, and several states have issued executive orders to protect youth. NCLR has 
also successfully defended state laws from right-wing challenges, sued conversion 
practitioners, and successfully filed complaints with licensing boards against 
individual therapists.

NCLR has been preparing to defend these bans before the Supreme Court for a 
number of years. While we know being LGBTQ or transgender is not a disorder 
that needs to be cured, our opponents have become emboldened by the sharp 
rightward shift of the Supreme Court and its willingness to overturn settled law 
that differs with its ideology. As a result, they have challenged Colorado’s ban on 
conversion therapy successfully through the courts. In September of 2024, the Tenth 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that Colorado’s law prohibiting conversion therapy 

for minors is valid as a regulation of medical professionals’ conduct. With this 
decision, the Tenth Circuit joined the overwhelming majority of federal courts, which 
have ruled that laws protecting youth from the dangers of conversion therapy are 
constitutional and consistent with states’ longstanding authority to protect the health 
and wellbeing of the public. 

In the wake of the Tenth Circuit’s decision, the plaintiff in the case, Kaley Chiles, 
appealed, and in March of 2025, The Supreme Court of the United States decided 
to take up a challenge to the Tenth Circuit’s ruling upholding Colorado’s law 
prohibiting conversion therapy for minors. The Court is expected to decide the 
case by June of 2026, and its decision will have a tremendous impact on states’ 
ability to protect youth from the harms of conversion therapy. A decision striking 
down Colorado’s law would make it more difficult to protect LGBTQ+ youth from 
this debunked pseudoscience that falsely claims sexuality and gender identity are 
changeable. NCLR has been at the forefront of this case, alongside the state of 
Colorado, organizing efforts to ensure that the Court hears from a robust array of 
amicus curiae parties to underscore the critical role these laws play in protecting 
minors from the dramatically increased risks of suicidality, depression and familial 
disruption this “therapy” causes. 

Educating the public, sustaining momentum for protecting LGBTQ youth, and 
protecting hard-won gains remain essential at the current moment, and Born Perfect 
remains ready to leverage our experience and leadership in these efforts, the 
powerful relationships we have built with survivors of these practices, and our legal 
expertise to meet these challenges and keep LGBTQ youth safe.

These discredited practices, which falsely promise to be able to change a young person’s sexual orientation or gender identity, 
have been rejected as unsafe by every major medical and mental health organization in the country.” 

—CHRIS STOLL, SENIOR STAFF ATTORNEY
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PROTECTING IMMIGRANTS 

With more than 30 years of our Hogar {Home} 
immigration and asylum program, NCLR 
deeply understands the myriad issues faced by 
LGBTQ immigrants, and our efforts on behalf 
of individual clients are both effective and help 
to build a solid body of case law that makes it 
easier for other attorneys to represent LGBTQ 
immigration cases. 

More than half of LGBTQ asylum seekers come from Central America’s Northern Triangle, where 
they face systematic violence, discrimination, and persecution. A 2021 study found that 1.3 million 
adult immigrants in the U.S. identify as LGBTQ, including 289,700 who are undocumented. 
Many LGBTQ asylum seekers flee countries where being LGBTQ is criminalized and sometimes 
punishable by death. Deportation can be a death sentence.  

Due to years of immigration backlogs, a significant number of our clients’ proceedings have been 
pending for years, leaving them in jeopardy in this political environment. As harsh immigration 
enforcement accelerates, we anticipate increased immigration raids and deportations. We are 
taking steps to increase our capacity to advance access to justice for clients whose status remains 
uncertain, provide adequate representation, and prevent wrongful removals. NCLR is pushing for 
these delayed cases to be heard so our clients no longer have to live in limbo. Due to our 30+ 
years of expertise, we remain 100% successful in achieving permanent status for our clients.

NCLR is a leader on LGBTQ immigration issues, both working directly with clients and engaging 
around federal immigration policy. We provide educational programming for community 
members serving immigrants and participate in legal clinics. In addition, we are part of a network 
of LGBTQ immigrant organizations that communicate regularly to share strategies and stay 
updated on ongoing policy changes. NCLR remains committed to our clients and the larger 
LGBTQ immigrant community as we face these new barriers to achieving permanent legal status 
for those seeking a safe home within our borders.

WORKING TOGETHER 

Due to the increasing demand for innovative and coordinated 
challenges against the Trump Administration’s attempts to dismantle 
LGBTQ rights protections at the federal level, NCLR and GLAD Law 
formed the Federal Litigation Initiative (FLI) in February of 2025. 

This joint initiative will respond to the U.S. Administration’s attack 
on LGBTQ people, specifically transgender individuals. Together 
with cooperating law firms, FLI has filed challenges to multiple 
executive orders and actions, including policies denying essential 
healthcare to incarcerated transgender persons in Federal Bureau 
of Prisons custody and requiring the transfer of the small number of 
transgender women currently residing in women’s housing to men’s 
facilities regardless of their individual safety needs.

In this moment, an unprecedented legal response is necessary. This 
means bolstering protections for LGBTQ people in the states where 
that is possible, and challenging, delaying, and fighting anti-LGBTQ 
administrative actions at every step. This work requires a sustained 
and coordinated national strategy that seeks to preserve laws 
and protections where we can, secure new legal victories, and 
maximize the public education impact of carefully selected cases 
featuring sympathetic plaintiffs to broaden public support across 
the nation. Even when NCLR is not council on a case impacting 
LGBTQ people, we are often deeply involved behind the scenes, 
supporting amicus development and playing a leadership role 
in public education designed to shape the environment in which 
SCOTUS makes its decisions. The outcomes of these cases will have 
a significant impact on the shape of our work.



Every year without fail, the number of bills proposed 
in state legislatures attempting to curtail LGBTQ 
rights continues to grow. Each session, more and 
more of this discriminatory legislation finds its way to 
governors’ desks and gets signed into state law.

In response to the threat of state-level anti-LGBTQ policy, NCLR has mounted 
effective legal challenges in several states. This year, NCLR challenged state 
healthcare bans for transgender clients in Alabama, Kentucky, and Florida, as well 
as state sports bans for transgender girls in Arizona and Utah. Regarding family 
law, we are also engaged in the appeal of an Oklahoma trial court decision 
refusing to apply Obergefell to a married lesbian couple for the purpose of 
recognizing parentage of the couple’s child. 

NCLR invests in litigation and advocacy that advance LGBTQ-affirming protections 
and eliminate discriminatory laws, policies and practices—especially those that 
disproportionately affect LGBTQ people of color and transgender people more 
generally. Yet while laws and policies create the framework for inclusion and 
acceptance, changing hearts and minds is essential, as is building the power 
and capacity of underserved LGBTQ communities—efforts at the heart of our 
communications and collaborative programming.

HEALTHCARE 

Since 2021, medically necessary treatment for transgender youth and adults has 
faced increasing threats at the state level, and, since January of 2025, has been the 
target of hostile rhetoric and executive action from the Trump administration.

This year NCLR continued our work to secure healthcare access for transgender 
youth through litigation in Alabama, Florida and Kentucky. Boe v. Marshall, a 
challenge to Alabama Senate Bill 184, that directly targets transgender adolescents 
and their families by imposing criminal penalties on any individual who facilitates 
or provides essential medical care to transgender adolescents for the treatment of 
gender dysphoria; Doe v. Ladapo, a constitutional challenge to Florida’s law that 
bars families from accessing medical care for their transgender adolescent children, 
and places unprecedented restrictions on care for transgender adults; and Doe v. 
Thornbury, filed to challenge Kentucky’s Senate Bill 150, which bans all transgender 
medical care for minors and puts stiff penalties on medical professionals that 
provide such care. 

In Florida, we ended the last fiscal year with good news. After conducting a full 
trial, U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle issued a final ruling in Doe v. Ladapo on June 
11, 2024, finding the law unconstitutional and unenforceable on equal protection 
grounds. The District Court found that the evidence demonstrated the Florida law 
was motivated by purposeful discrimination against transgender people and could 
not survive constitutional scrutiny.

The Florida defendants, intent on barring this medically necessary care permanently, 
appealed the case to the Eleventh Circuit, which temporarily stayed Judge Hinkle’s 

CONTINUED 6
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State by State



FAMILY MATTERS 

NCLR has litigated child custody and parentage cases for nearly fifty years, fighting discrimination against 
LGBTQ parents and children in custody disputes, parental rights challenges, and adoptions. As LGBTQ people, 
especially transgender youth and their families, face increasingly hostile actions at both the state and federal 
levels, NCLR is stepping up nationally to litigate, advocate, and provide trainings and technical assistance about 
these issues. As one of the national legal organizations that secured nationwide marriage equality after years of 
litigation, we are also at the forefront of monitoring renewed attacks on marriages, LGBTQ parents, and our rights 
to form families.

This year, for instance, NCLR represented the nonbiological mother of a child in a custody case that is now 
pending in the Oklahoma Supreme Court. Under both state and federal law, parents who have a child during 
marriage are recognized as legal parents of their children. In an outrageous decision, however, the trial court 
refused to recognize the lesbian spouse as a parent, ruling instead that the couple’s sperm donor is the child’s 
legal parent. 

NCLR is also assisting in a case pending in the Mississippi Supreme Court. There, a non-biological mother is 
fighting for visitation with her child after her ex-wife cut off all contact with the child despite the fact that she 
co-parented the child for the first several years of his life. The trial court improperly ruled that the non-biological 
mother must demonstrate parental unfitness of her co-parent in order to seek visitation with the child—a holding 
that contravenes state and federal law.

Cases like these are extremely dangerous for LGBTQ families. Parents are at risk of losing custody, or even 
visitation of their children, and children are at risk of losing access to the parents who have loved and nurtured 
them for years prior to the divorce or separation of their parents. As a leader in this field, NCLR closely monitors 
family law cases nationally that threaten LGBTQ parentage and family laws, providing direct representation, legal 
support to attorneys already representing those folks, or amicus briefs to courts about key constitutional and legal 
issues. NCLR welcomed a decision this year from the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in Glover v. Junior protecting a 
lesbian mother’s parental status and affirming her legal parentage of a child born through assisted reproduction. 
The case concerned a married, non-genetic, non-gestational mother, Nicole Junior, who planned with her now 
former spouse to conceive and raise a child through assisted reproduction. The state Supreme Court affirmed that 

order in September 2024. This means the challenged 
bans and restrictions are currently in effect, blocking 
access to needed medical care for some transgender 
Floridians while the appeal proceeds. The Eleventh 
Circuit heard oral arguments in the appeal on 
January 15, 2025, and the pending decision will have 
significant implications for how courts analyze similar 
restrictions being enacted across the country.

In the wake of the Skrmetti Supreme Court decision, 
NCLR’s plaintiffs in Boe v. Marshall and Doe 
v. Thornbury have made the difficult decision to 
dismiss their respective cases. These brave families’ 
participation in the cases led to favorable rulings from 
district court judges recognizing the critical role this 
care plays in protecting the health and wellbeing of 
adolescents who need it.

NCLR is continuing to work, through litigation 
and advocacy, to protect transgender adults’ and 
adolescents’ access to essential healthcare, including 
by filing new legal challenges to Trump administration 
policies restricting access to and insurance coverage 
for medically necessary care.
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Junior was a legal parent of the couple’s child and that their subsequent separation and divorce did not in any 
way change that status. NCLR filed a friend-of-the-court brief in the case. 

As mentioned above, NCLR is tracking cases that could undermine the U.S. Supreme Court’s holding in Obergefell 
v. Hodges that same-sex couples have the same right to marry as oppositive sex couples. These attacks have 
increased in recent years despite NCLR’s subsequent victory in Pavan v. Smith, in which the Supreme Court 
reaffirmed Obergefell and made clear that the right to marry includes all the benefits of that legal status, including 
the marital presumption of parentage.

In addition to litigation, NCLR is committed to strategic collaboration to inform, create, and pass LGBTQ–
inclusive laws and policies. We are proud to be part of a coalition of LGBTQ advocates who worked to pass the 
Massachusetts Parentage Act, which updates Massachusetts law to protect all families, including those headed 
by LGBTQ parents. The updated law clarifies state parentage law to explicitly protect all parents, including non-
biological parents who are not genetically related to their children. The law went into effect on January 1, 2025.

As one of the national legal 
organizations that secured 
nationwide marriage equality 
after years of litigation, we 
are also at the forefront of 
monitoring renewed attacks 
on marriages, LGBTQ parents, 
and our rights to form 
families.
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BREAKING GENDER BARRIERS

After nearly 4 years of litigation, NCLR’s motion 
for summary judgement in Roe v. Herrington was 
granted in August of 2024. The plaintiffs in the lawsuit, 
filed along with co-counsel Cooley LLP and Osborn 
Maledon, are transgender children who are unable 
to correct the gender markers on their birth certificates 
because of Arizona’s discriminatory law. Arizona 
requires transgender people to undergo surgery to 
obtain a birth certificate that matches who they are. 
That surgery requirement is particularly harmful to 
transgender young people because it is not medically 
appropriate for them to undergo those surgeries at 
their age. Having to use an inaccurate birth certificate 
prevents transgender young people from being able 
to just be kids and be treated in ways consistent with 
their gender identity.  

A judge for the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Arizona has ruled that the surgery requirement was 
unconstitutional and violated Equal Protection and 
Due Process rights. NCLR is now seeking a final 
remedy in the case.

STATE OF PLAY

The idea that transgender athletes, especially transgender women participating in women’s sports, are a threat 
to women’s safety has become particularly pervasive among legislators who want to normalize transgender 
discrimination. But attacks on trans athletes, gender investigations, and discriminatory policy that targets less than 
one percent of athletes do not keep anyone safe. In fact, the intention is to make transgender athletes — many of 
whom are children — less safe, both on and off the field.

NCLR wants sports to be fair and safe for all athletes. We have worked for over twenty years to ensure LGBTQ 
people can play at all levels of organized sports, litigating cases on behalf of LGBTQ athletes and coaches, 
advising schools and athletic associations, and convening key coalitions to combat homophobia and transphobia 
in sports. NCLR co-founded and participates in Common Ground, a coalition of LGBTQ sports leaders from 
across the country that works to combat anti-LGBTQ bias in sports and works closely with the NCAA to make all 
colleges and universities safe to play. 

In this past year, NCLR has litigated cases on behalf of transgender girls in Utah and Arizona, and submitted an 
amicus brief in support of plaintiffs in Hecox v. Little, the challenge to Idaho’s 2020 House Bill 500, which bans 
women and girls who are transgender and many women and girls who are intersex from participating in sports, 
which will soon be heard by the Supreme Court. NCLR will continue to lead efforts across our movement to block 
legislation like this from going into effect. 
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RURAL PRIDE 

The Rural Pride Campaign elevates and addresses the needs of LGBTQ people 
living in rural communities across the country. The goal of the campaign is to 
challenge the stereotype that LGBTQ people live only in metropolitan areas by 
elevating the voices and stories of LGBTQ people living in rural America.

NCLR organized a Rural Pride Summit at Trinity MCC Gainesville in Gainesville, 
Florida on December 6th, 2024, which drew about 40 members of the community 
in Northern Florida. Participants were actively engaged in discussions throughout 
the day and very interested in staying connected with each other and with NCLR as 
a national organization.  

The summit reinforced our belief that LGBTQ people in rural areas have an 
abundance of expertise to share with each other and our national movement. 
LGBTQ advocates in Florida — and in every state — already know how to succeed 
in a very hostile legislative climate and NCLR knows the importance of sharing that 
expertise with community organizations across the country.

NCLR partnered with many Florida organizations to make this event a success, 
including Pride Community Center of North Central Florida, Equality Florida, PFLAG 
Gainesville, the Community Foundation for Northeast Florida, the Community 
Foundation of North Central Florida, Southern Legal Counsel, Three Rivers Legal 
Services, Peaceful Paths, Tallahassee Pride, Florida Access Network (FAN), and 
JASMYN.

The goal of the campaign is to challenge the 
stereotype that LGBTQ people live only in 
metropolitan areas by elevating the voices and 
stories of LGBTQ people living in rural America.
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FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD: PRO BONO LEGAL SERVICES

In collaboration with support from the Gill Foundation, NCLR launched our Pro 
Bono Legal Services program in 2024. Pro bono partners send a powerful message 
that the rights and dignity of LGBTQ people are not up for debate and provide 
crucial staffing without which we could not successfully do our work. When the very 
existence and legitimacy of LGBTQ lives are being questioned at the highest levels 
of government, pro bono legal work is not just service—it’s solidarity. This project 
empowers the NCLR team to call on a network of litigators primed to fight for 
enduring legal protections free of charge and help create a future where equality is 
not just promised but delivered.

Pro bono work is a vital lifeline, especially during a time of unprecedented attacks 
against LGBTQ individuals by the Trump administration. As discriminatory policies 
gain traction, marginalized communities face mounting legal battles that demand 
immediate and expert intervention. Pro bono attorneys provide critical legal 
services to those who might otherwise be left defenseless, helping to challenge 
unjust laws, defend civil rights, and support individuals navigating complex and 
hostile legal systems. Pro bono legal support amplifies NCLR’s capacity to respond 
swiftly and forcefully to these escalating threats.

Lowenstein Sandler’s partnership with NCLR exemplifies the critical role that 
dedicated pro bono advocacy plays in defending LGBTQ rights from reactionary 
conservative politics.

In Jones v. Bondi, filed in February 2025, Lowenstein Sandler joined forces 
with NCLR and GLAD to challenge a Trump administration executive order that 
threatened to strip incarcerated transgender women of essential health care 
and forcibly transfer them to men’s facilities. Their efforts secured a Temporary 
Restraining Order and Preliminary Injunction just weeks later, effectively 
blocking enforcement of the directive—an indispensable victory that upheld 
medical standards and personal dignity for vulnerable individuals.

In Doe v. Ladapo, Lowenstein Sandler played a pivotal role in challenging 
Florida’s SB 254, a sweeping law that criminalized gender-affirming medical 
care for minors and severely restricted such care for adults. This litigation not 
only achieved a preliminary injunction preventing the law’s enforcement in June 
2023 but also secured a trial‑level victory reaffirming that the statute violated 
equal protection and parental due process rights. The firm also provided 
zealous advocacy to defend these rulings on appeal in the Eleventh Circuit.

Together, NCLR, Lowenstein Sandler, and our many other pro bono partners 
are committed to defending the constitutional rights of LGBTQ individuals across 
the country.

Pro Bono Legal Services — National Center for LGBTQ Rights

Pro bono work is a vital lifeline, especially 
during a time of unprecedented attacks 
against LGBTQ individuals by the Trump 
administration.

https://www.nclrights.org/get-involved/pro-bono/


“

A LASTING LEGACY: THE URVASHI VAID NATIONAL LGBTQ WOMEN’S 
COMMUNITY SURVEY

On October 8, 2024, NCLR became the home of the Urvashi Vaid National LGBTQ Women’s Community 
Survey, an ongoing research project that sheds light on the complex and nuanced realities of LGBTQ 
women’s lives. Led by late author, attorney, visionary, and activist Urvashi Vaid, the survey is the pinnacle 
data set for seeing and understanding the lives and needs of queer women. The study includes the broad 
spectrum of womanhood, and is a bold response to mounting attacks on bodily autonomy, economic 
opportunity, health care and sexual rights in the U.S.

NCLR is proud to be the steward of this project because we know that good policy is bolstered by accurate 
data, and NCLR is utilizing the women’s survey to inform our work, influence our allies, and strengthen our 
movement. Our commitment is to ensure the true lived experience of queer women is included in everything 
we do. NCLR will always be committed to queer women’s right to live long, healthy lives, free from 
discrimination and harm.

The {LGBTQ} rights movement 
is not a party. It is not a lifestyle. 
It is not a hair style. It is not a 
fad or a fringe or a sickness. It is 
not about sin or salvation. The 
{LGBTQ} rights movement is 
an integral part of the American 
promise of freedom.” 

— URVASHI VAID, 1993 
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https://www.nclrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/LGBT-Womens-Survey-2025.pdf


“NCLR’s feminist roots have always called on us to support and 
amplify the most underrepresented communities and those 
often left out of the mainstream movements. At a time when 
the LGBTQ community is facing increasing attacks, it is critical 
that we are crystal clear that we represent the entire community. 
Without losing touch with our roots, NCLR will continue its 
nearly 50-year commitment to protecting the most vulnerable 
members of our community, forging new partnerships, and 
working toward a day when every LGBTQ person can live with 
full dignity, equality, and freedom under the law.”  

—IMANI RUPERT-GORDON, NCLR PRESIDENT

NEW NAME. NEW LOOK. SAME HEART. SAME WORK.

NCLR started with lesbians at the center, but after nearly 50 years of work 
dramatically advancing state and federal protections for all LGBTQ people, we 
made the decision to change our name to reflect the full breadth of our work. 

In our early years we led a wave of litigation countering presumptions that lesbians 
are unfit mothers and then pursued a similar strategy protecting transgender parents 
and the parents of transgender youth. We advanced marriage equality for all 
same-sex couples via litigation and education in multiple states, and in a landmark 
case that led to U.S. Supreme Court recognition; then won the precedent-setting 
federal case affirming that marriage equality includes recognizing parent-child 
relationships. We played a key role in negotiations with religious conservatives 
to secure recent federal legislation recognizing marriage equality. We have won 
scores of cases securing nondiscrimination protections in asylum, employment, 
education, housing, benefits, and healthcare, as well as the protection of LGBTQ 
youth, including passing and defending state laws banning conversion therapy, 
challenging discriminatory school policies and healthcare restrictions, and 
addressing LGBTQ youth overrepresentation in juvenile legal and child welfare 
systems. We have been proud to support all members of our community, regardless 
of gender, class or creed, from our inception to today.

Now, after more than a decade of discussion, NCLR took a bold step this year 
and changed our name to National Center for LGBTQ Rights. 

NCLR has become a leader in the national LGBTQ rights movement. Our team is on 
the front lines, litigating some of our nation’s most visible and important legal cases and 
leading some of the most innovative policy and communications strategies in this critical 
moment for our community’s future.   

Our greatest priority, particularly with the current administration’s attacks on our 
community, is to continue to lead—and to grow our work, which is needed now more than 
ever. To fight tirelessly for equality, and to continue pushing the envelope in courts and in 
the court of public opinion across the country. We want to ensure that everyone knows 
the breadth of our work, and we know that this name change is an essential part of the 
inclusive, feminist approach to justice we are so proud of.

Seizing opportunities to expand our tent and advocate for all members of our community 
has shaped our work since day one. And this expansion of our name is no different. Just 
like NCLR, LGBTQ starts with lesbian. New Name. New Look. Same Heart. Same Work.
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Our nation is at a critical inflection point. We are facing intense backlash against all forms of progress and 
democracy, especially LGBTQ rights, on multiple fronts and now is not the time to cede ground. Without 
support from the federal government, it is essential that we mount a robust defense of our community’s 
rights. NCLR is pursuing litigation, policy advocacy, public education, movement technical assistance, 
and coalition-building with allies, as well as engaging in unique opportunities for dialogue with religious 
conservatives as we work to advance a more, rather than less, inclusive democracy.

There continue to be risks in this environment in taking high-stakes cases before conservative judges (and 
ultimately a more conservative Supreme Court), but the alternative would be to simply give in to opponents 
of equality. The cases we litigate put our best evidence, data, and stories not only in front of judges, but also 
in front of a wider public that continues to grow its understanding of and support for the LGBTQ community, 
and that is also becoming increasingly skeptical of the motives and reach of new administrative actions.

NCLR brings our deep feminist roots, including our ability to engage deeply with what liberty and equality 
mean for all people, and for the importance of both privacy and freedom to choose our sexual, domestic, 
and familial arrangements to everything we do. We will continue to work in close collaboration with other 
LGBTQ advocacy organizations across the country to lay a strong foundation for successful defensive 
litigation, intersectional policy work with reproductive, disability, economic and racial justice leaders and 
robust public education campaigns that center our fundamental human rights.
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YEAR IN 
REVIEW



“
“
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JULY

We are pleased the court will continue 
to enforce this important decision, 
which correctly found that Florida’s 
ban on lifesaving medical care for 
transgender youth and adults was 
based on bias, not facts.”  

—	 SHANNON MINTER, VICE 

PRESIDENT OF LEGAL 

We are pleased with the Ninth Circuit’s 
ruling today, which held that the Arizona 
law likely violates the Equal Protection 
Clause and recognizes 
that a student’s 
transgender status is 
not an accurate proxy 
for athletic ability 
and competitive 
advantage.”

—	 RACHEL BERG,  

	 STAFF ATTORNEY

SEPTEMBER 3, 2024

Kentucky Families and Civil Rights Groups 
Urge Supreme Court to Rule Against 
Discriminatory and Harmful Transgender 
Health Bans   6

 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2024

In a unanimous decision, a three-judge panel of the 
Ninth Circuit affirmed a trial court decision blocking 
enforcement of Arizona’s law banning transgender 
girls in public schools from playing on any girls’ 
teams. The case was brought by two transgender 
girls who are receiving medical treatment for gender 
dysphoria.   6

JULY 11, 2024

Federal district court judge Robert Hinkle denies the State 
of Florida’s request to stay a June 11 decision blocking 
enforcement of Florida’s law banning health care for 
transgender minors and restricting it for transgender 
adults. In his sharply worded opinion, Judge Hinkle 
rebuked the State of Florida for making “misleading 
assertions” about medically necessary care.  6

AUGUST 26, 2024

A divided panel of the 11th Circuit Court of 
Appeals stays a federal district court decision 
blocking enforcement of the Florida laws 
banning health care for transgender minors 
and restricting it for transgender adults. The 
2-1 ruling allows the state to enforce the laws 
while the Court hears Florida’s appeal of the 
June 11 decision finding that SB 254 and the 
Boards of Medicine rules unlawfully targeted 
transgender people.  6

AUGUST 28, 2024

The Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals issues 
its decision denying the request of parents 
and children challenging Alabama’s ban on 
healthcare for transgender adolescents for the 
entire court to rehear the case.

In a sharply divided vote with multiple 
dissents, a bare majority of the court declined 
to review the 2023 panel opinion holding 
that Alabama’s ban neither discriminates 
against transgender people nor violates the 
fundamental right of parents to make medical 
decisions for their children. The 2023 panel 
opinion reversed a federal district court opinion 
granting the plaintiffs a preliminary injunction 
blocking enforcement of the law.   6

2024
AUGUST SEPTEMBER

https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/kentucky-families-and-civil-rights-groups-urge-supreme-court-to-rule-against-discriminatory-and-harmful-transgender-health-bans/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/ninth-circuit-affirms-trial-court-decision-blocking-enforcement-of-arizonas-law-banning-transgender-students-from-sports/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/federal-court-continues-to-block-enforcement-of-floridas-ban-on-medical-care-for-transgender-youth-rebukes-state-defendants-for-misleading-assertions/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/in-2-1-ruling-11th-circuit-allows-florida-transgender-health-ban-to-take-effect-pending-action-on-states-appeal-of-decision-blocking-the-law/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/statement-on-11th-circuit-denial-of-alabama-families-request-to-reconsider-ruling-that-allowed-transgender-health-ban-to-take-effect/


“
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SEPTEMBER 12, 2024 

The Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals rules that Colorado’s law prohibiting conversion therapy for minors 
is valid as a regulation of medical professionals’ conduct. With this decision, the Tenth Circuit joins the 
overwhelming majority of federal courts, which have ruled that laws protecting youth from the dangers 
of conversion therapy are constitutional and consistent with states’ longstanding authority to protect the 
health and wellbeing of the public.   6

We are extremely pleased with today’s decision, which allows Colorado to 
continue protecting its LGBTQ children and adolescents from the dangers 
of conversion therapy. These discredited practices, which 
falsely promise to be able to change a young person’s 
sexual orientation or gender identity, have been rejected 
as unsafe by every major medical and mental health 
organization in the country. The Tenth Circuit has 
joined numerous other federal courts in affirming that 
states can require licensed mental health providers 
to comply with professional standards prohibiting 
these harmful and unnecessary practices.”  

— CHRIS STOLL, SENIOR STAFF ATTORNEY

SEPTEMBER 15, 2024

NCLR Legal Director, Shannon Minter, is featured in the online publication Twelve Soldiers.  

Twelve Soldiers is a year-long monthly series featuring an LGBTQ social justice warrior who has used 
their position to affect change in the LGBTQ community. Shannon shares his personal story, reflects on his 
career, and shares his optimism for the future.   6

OCTOBER 2, 2024

Florida families challenging the state’s ban on medical 
care for transgender youth file a brief urging the 
Eleventh Circuit to strike down the arbitrary ban on 
healthcare for transgender youth because it was based 
on animosity toward transgender people and has no 
basis in medical science.   6

OCTOBER 8, 2024

NCLR becomes the new home of the National 
LGBTQ Women’s Community Survey created 
by the Late Urvashi Vaid. 

As one of her final acts of activism and exploration in 
her search of justice, Urvashi Vaid and Justice Work, 
the social justice research organization she founded, 
along with the Critical Racism Data Lab at Emory 
University created the most comprehensive study to 
date of LGBTQ women. The study was designed to 

investigate the complex web of 
discrimination and structural 

violence faced by women 
and nonbinary people who 
partner with women.   6

SEPTEMBER  (CONTINUED) OCTOBER

https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/tenth-circuit-upholds-colorado-law-protecting-youth-from-conversion-therapy/
https://www.twelvesoldiers.com/shannon-minter
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/florida-families-file-brief-today-against-arbitrary-ban-on-healthcare-for-transgender-youth/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/nclr-to-be-the-new-home-of-the-national-lgbtq-womens-community-survey-created-by-the-late-urvashi-vaid/
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NOVEMBER DECEMBER

NOVEMBER 20, 2024

NCLR hosts a webinar on LGBTQ family and marriage 
protections to address our community’s post-election 
concerns in collaboration with our partners at GLAD Law, 
Movement Advancement Project, and Family Equality to 
share valuable information and resources. 6

DECEMBER 4, 2024 

US Supreme Court hears oral arguments 
in United States v. Skrmetti  6

DECEMBER 5, 2024

Reasons for Hope: Shannon Minter reflects on the oral arguments in United States v. 
Skrmetti   6

 

DECEMBER 9, 2024

NCLR hosts the 2024 Virtual Briefing and Year in Review where our leadership, legal, and policy teams 
provide updates on their work and share how the organization plans to meet the political moment.   6 

“The plaintiffs today made a 
strong case that, on its face, this 
law discriminates by barring 
medications based solely on 
a person’s birth sex. The State 
of Tennessee had no effective 
response to that obvious fact, 
which several justices made clear.”

— SHANNON MINTER, VICE PRESIDENT OF LEGAL 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B15M1gtVsR4&t=197s
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/kentucky-families-and-civil-rights-groups-statement-on-us-supreme-court-oral-arguments-in-us-v-skrmetti/
https://www.nclrights.org/a-message-from-shannon-minter-on-u-s-v-skrmetti/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYKnLGDqAoA


“
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JANUARY

JANUARY 15, 2025

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit hears 
oral arguments in Doe v. Ladapo, a constitutional 
challenge to Florida’s law and rules that bar families 
from accessing medical care for their transgender 
adolescent children, and place unprecedented 
restrictions on care for transgender adults.    6

JANUARY 14, 2025

The U.S. House of Representatives votes 218-206 
in support of H.R.28, a federal bill that would ban 
all transgender girls and women from participation 
in school sports. NCLR condemns the passage of 
this discriminatory ban.   6

It is demoralizing and heart-
wrenching to live in a state that has 
politicized my child’s very existence, 
weaponizing the power of the state to 
attack her basic rights and dignities. 
As a mother who simply wants to 
protect and love my child for who 
she is, I pray that the Eleventh 
Circuit will affirm the district court’s 
thoughtful and powerful order, 
restoring access to critical healthcare 
for all transgender Floridians. No 
one should have to go through what 
my family has experienced.” 

—NCLR CLIENT JANE DOE, ON BEHALF OF HERSELF 

AND HER DAUGHTER SUSAN DOE (PROCEEDING 

ANONYMOUSLY)

JANUARY 22, 2025

NCLR releases a statement on the Executive 
Orders affecting transgender and 
immigrant rights as President Trump begins 
second term in office.

The executive orders issued today attempt to 
remove established legal protections for 
transgender individuals, refugees, asylum seekers, 
and other immigrants. These orders are both 
illegal and fundamentally opposed to our 
democratic values. NCLR will continue defending 
civil rights through legal action and to challenge 
these discriminatory policies. We urge all 
Americans who value fairness to oppose these 
orders and support those targeted by them.   6

JANUARY 22, 2025

NCLR President, Imani Rupert-Gordon joins the 
Black Leadership Rising panel at the Creating 
Change Conference hosted by The National 
LGBTQ Task Force. This powerful discussion 
features some of the most influential Black LGBTQ 
leaders across our movements. The panel explores 
the unique insights and challenges of how Black 
LGBTQ voices are shaping policy, advocacy, and 
cultural change to advance liberation for all.   6

 

“We all support fairness and safety 
in sports, but we don’t need federal 
politicians pushing a one size 
fits all rule. Policies about sports 
eligibility should be left to sports 
authorities who can make rules for 
different sports at different levels. 
This bill would be terrible for 
women and girls, forcing them to 
answer invasive personal questions 
about their bodies. This is a terrible 
bill and a terrible way to make 
policy.”

—IMANI RUPERT-GORDON, NCLR PRESIDENT

https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/u-s-court-of-appeals-for-the-eleventh-circuit-hears-challenge-to-floridas-ban-on-healthcare-for-transgender-individuals/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/national-center-for-lesbian-rights-condemns-house-passage-of-transgender-sports-ban/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/nclr-statement-on-executive-orders-affecting-transgender-and-immigrant-rights/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lXYc-jbgCY
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JANUARY 28, 2025

NCLR and GLAD Law file a federal lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia challenging President Trump’s order banning transgender people from serving in 
the U.S. military. The suit, Talbott v. Trump, was filed on equal protection grounds on behalf 
of six active service members and two individuals actively seeking enlistment.  6

JANUARY (CONTINUED)

“When you put on the uniform, differences fall away and what 
matters is your ability to do the job. Every individual must meet 
the same objective and rigorous qualifications in order to serve. 
It has been my dream and my goal to serve my country for as 
long as I can remember. My being transgender has no bearing on 
my dedication to the mission, my commitment to my unit, or my 
ability to perform my duties in accordance with the high standards 
expected of me and every servicemember.”

—NCLR CLIENT NICOLAS TALBOTT, SECOND LIEUTENANT, ARMY

JANUARY 30, 2024

NCLR, GLAD Law, Brown Goldstein & Levy LLP and Rosen Bien Galvan & Grunfeld LLP file a 
complaint in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia on behalf of three transgender 
women in a case challenging a federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) policy directed by 
President Trump which would override Prison Rape Elimination Act protections for vulnerable 
populations, including transgender women, and would terminate all medical care for gender 
dysphoria for incarcerated individuals. The complaint alleges that the policies required by the 
new executive order violate the Administrative Procedure Act because they are arbitrary and 
capricious and also directly conflict with a Prison Rape Elimination Act regulation requiring 
prison officials to make housing determinations based on an individualized assessment of 
safety and security.   6

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY 3, 2025

NCLR and GLAD Law ask the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia to block enforcement of President Trump’s January 27 order 
banning transgender people from serving in the U.S. military, while 
litigation against the ban proceeds. The motion asserts that President 
Trump’s ban violates transgender servicemembers’ right to equal 
protection, singling them out with an “irrational and prejudicial” policy 
based on a characteristic that has nothing to do with fitness to serve.   6

“Military service demands one thing: the ability 
to do the job. Transgender servicemembers 
consistently meet and exceed military standards. 
Those willing to risk their lives in service deserve 
our respect, not a discriminatory ban that ignores 
their proven capabilities.”

— SHANNON MINTER, VICE PRESIDENT OF LEGAL 

FEBRUARY 19, 2025

NCLR founder, Donna Hitchens, former Executive Directors Roberta 
Achtenberg and Kate Kendell, and current NCLR President, Imani Rupert-
Gordon, gather in San Francisco to reflect on their time at NCLR. This 
event marks the first time NCLR’s past and present leadership have come 
together in conversation. In this historic conversation, moderated by 
former NCLR Board Member Olga Talamante, Donna, Roberta, Kate 
and Imani shared perspectives about the role and contributions NCLR has 
made to the movement and thoughts on the LGBTQ movement today.  6

https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/glad-law-and-nclr-file-challenge-to-trumps-transgender-military-ban/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/doe-v-mchenry/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/servicemembers-seek-immediate-block-of-transgender-military-ban/
https://www.nclrights.org/briefing/nclr-leaders-panel/


“
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MARCH

MARCH 3, 2025 

No state can invalidate your marriage  
 
The constitutionally protected freedom to marry can only be 
changed if a case comes before the Supreme Court and 
a majority of Justices vote to overturn the court’s marriage 
equality decision. Right now, there’s just no sign that is 
going to happen. The resolutions being debated in Idaho 
and other states can’t do anything to change the law that 
allows same-sex couples to marry.   6

 

MARCH 6, 2025 

NCLR is deeply disappointed by recent comments about 
transgender student-athletes by Governor Newsom, which 
appeared designed to pander to the hateful political 
scapegoating of transgender people rather than to engage 
this issue in a thoughtful or responsible way.  6

MARCH 13, 2025

U.S. District Court Judge Ana Reyes hears arguments 
in Talbott v. Trump to make a determination about 
whether to issue a preliminary injunction that would block 
implementation of the transgender military ban resulting from 
President Trump’s executive order.   6

I wish every American could have been in 
court today to hear firsthand for themselves 
the government admit they have absolutely 
no evidence to justify this ban. For these 
servicemembers to be put into this situation, where they are being separated 
from not just jobs, but a lifelong commitment to military service and to our 
country—and at the pace at which the government has so aggressively moved 
to implement this ban—the harms that they have suffered and are continuing 
to suffer are so disturbing. I can’t stress enough the severity of the harms 
and the extraordinary pressure that these individuals and their families are 
currently under.”

— SHANNON MINTER, VICE PRESIDENT OF LEGAL 

“Across this country there is an all-out 
attack on transgender people through 
discriminatory executive actions, as well 
as state and federal policy. Right now, 
transgender kids are being criminalized 
for who they are, and it’s disappointing to 
see Governor Newsom turn his back on the 
LGBTQ community during one of the most 
critical times in our fight for equity.”

— IMANI RUPERT-GORDON, NCLR PRESIDENT

MARCH 18, 2025

U.S. District Court Judge Ana Reyes issues a nationwide preliminary injunction in Talbott v. Trump, NCLR’s 
challenge to President Trump’s cruel ban on military service by transgender people.   6

https://www.nclrights.org/no-state-can-invalidate-your-marriage/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/nclr-responds-to-governor-gavin-newsoms-comments-on-transgender-athletes/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/transgender-military-ban-attorneys-and-plaintiffs-in-talbott-v-trump-react-to-yesterdays-hearing-to-block-the-ban/
https://www.nclrights.org/preliminary-injunction-granted-transgender-military-ban-halted/
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MARCH 20, 2025

NCLR releases statement on Trump’s Executive Order to close the 
Department of Education

To pull support and drastically scale back the role of the Department of Education 
is callous and will lead to serious harm for all children and families. Regardless of 
political party or ideology, many children rely on the services of the Department of 
Education. This reckless gutting of a critical agency will negatively impact the safety 
and educational quality of every public-school student in this country. by the Florida 
Diversity Council.   6  

MARCH 21, 2025

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court issues a major ruling protecting a lesbian mother’s 
parental status and affirming the recognition of legal parentage for children born 
through assisted reproduction.  6

MARCH 24, 2025

The New Jersey federal district court grants a Temporary Restraining Order to 
keep Staff Sergeant Nicholas Bear Bade and Master Sergeant Logan Ireland 
from being further impacted by the Trump administration’s transgender military 
ban while a case challenging it in D.C. federal district court moves forward.   6

MARCH 26, 2025

U.S. District Court Judge Ana Reyes rejects a Trump administration motion to 
dissolve the nationwide preliminary injunction issued in Talbott v. Trump. Judge 
Reyes issued the injunction on March 18 in a forceful order in which she held 
that the ban undermines national security and is likely unconstitutional, calling it 

“soaked with animus and dripping with pretext.” 6

MARCH 28, 2025

This American Life is a weekly public radio program and podcast. Each week they 
choose a theme and put together different kinds of stories on that theme. This week, 
This American Life covers Talbott v. USA, NCLR’s challenge to President Trump’s 
cruel ban on military service by transgender people.   6

MARCH (CONTINUED)

“Children born through assisted reproduction deserve the 
same security and stability as other children. This decision 
from the Pennsylvania Supreme Court will ensure that 
families created through assisted reproduction have clear 
protections and that lower courts have clear guidance about 
how to apply the law to these families.”

— SHANNON MINTER, VICE PRESIDENT OF LEGAL 

https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/nclr-statement-on-executive-order-to-close-the-department-of-education/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/pennsylvania-supreme-court-affirms-lesbian-moms-parental-status-providing-a-legal-standard-to-secure-families-formed-through-assisted-reproduction/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/federal-court-grants-order-barring-separation-proceedings-for-two-transgender-servicemembers/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/federal-court-rejects-another-trump-administration-attempt-to-implement-the-transgender-military-ban-and-reinstates-nationwide-preliminary-injunction/
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/857/museum-of-now/exhibit-three-11


APRIL 1, 2025 

The plaintiffs in Talbott v. USA, 32 transgender 
servicemembers and recruits, file an opposition 
to the government’s motion for an emergency 
stay. This motion is yet another attempt by the 
government to move forward with implementation 
of the transgender military ban stemming from 
President Trump’s January executive order.   6

 

APRIL 10, 2025

NCLR congratulates Helen Carroll on her induction 
into Sports Equality Foundation’s LGBTQ Sports 
Hall of Fame. A former NCAA coach, Helen in 
2001 launched NCLR’s Sports Project, the  
first-ever national legal advocacy program for 
LGBTQ athletes, coaches, and staff, which she led 
until 2017.   6

“

APRIL
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MAY 1, 2025

NCLR shares our strategy following the first 100 
days of the Trump Administration

NCLR’s legal experts come together to share how our 
team is pushing back against the anti-LGBTQ animus 
impacting federal policy and impeding our rights, 
discussing the executive orders, federal rule changes, 
proposed congressional legislation, and court rulings 
from the first 100 days of the Trump administration.  6 

 

MAY 1, 2025

Plaintiffs in Talbott v. USA file an amicus brief with 
the Supreme Court of the United States urging the 
Court to leave multiple preliminary injunctions in 
place preventing implementation of President Trump’s 
transgender military ban.   6 
 

MAY 6, 2025

The Supreme Court rules to block the 
preliminary injunction protections in United 
States v. Shilling and greenlight implementation 
of Trump’s transgender military ban. As a 
result of this decision, brave troops who have 
dedicated their lives to the service of our 
country will be targeted and forced into a 
harsh administrative separation process usually 
reserved for misconduct.  6 

 

MAY 7, 2025

New filing says Secretary Hegseth’s public 
statements and the Talbott case make it clear 
that the DC Circuit must address whether the 
transgender military ban is based on hostility or 
animus.   6 

The government falsely claims its 
request for a stay would only require 
the Supreme Court to do what has 
been done before, when in reality, it is 
asking for a shocking, unprecedented 
purge of thousands of current 
servicemembers for a reason unrelated 
to their ability to serve.” 

— SHANNON MINTER, VICE PRESIDENT OF LEGAL

MAY

https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/transgender-servicemembers-in-talbott-push-back-today-against-another-attempt-to-implement-trumps-military-ban/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/national-center-for-lesbian-rights-lgbtq-sports-consultant-helen-carroll-inducted-into-lgbtq-sports-hall-of-fame/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwSDuBA0L3M
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/transgender-servicemembers-in-talbott-urge-the-supreme-court-to-continue-to-prevent-implementation-of-the-transgender-military-ban/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/supreme-court-issues-ruling-in-shilling-blocking-the-preliminary-injunction-protections-and-greenlighting-implementation-of-trumps-transgender-military-ban/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/new-filing-says-secretary-hegseths-public-statements-and-the-talbott-case-make-clear-the-dc-circuit-must-address-whether-the-transgender-military-ban-is-based-on-hostility-or-animus/


“
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NCLR’s feminist roots have always called on us to support and amplify the 
most underrepresented communities and those often left out of the mainstream 
movements. At a time when the LGBTQ community is facing increasing attacks, it 
is critical that we are crystal clear that we represent the entire community. Without 
losing touch with our roots, NCLR will continue its nearly 50-year commitment 
to protecting the most vulnerable members of our community, 
forging new partnerships, and working toward a day when every 
LGBTQ person can live with full dignity, equality, and freedom 
under the law.” 

— IMANI RUPERT-GORDON, NCLR PRESIDENT

JUNE 6, 2025

Transgender servicemembers are told they must decide by today how they will be purged from the military:  
‘voluntarily’ or involuntarily. Transgender servicemembers are struggling with an impossible choice. Many say 
that “voluntary” separation is misleading. Yet they fear the unknown consequences of the involuntary separation 
process for themselves and their families.   6

 

JUNE 9, 2025

After nearly 50 years as a leading LGBTQ civil rights organization, NCLR announces a new name!  
The change to National Center for LGBTQ Rights better reflects our longtime commitment to advocacy on behalf 
of the full LGBTQ community.   6

 

JUNE 26, 2025

NCLR celebrates a decade of marriage on the 
10-year anniversary of the historical Obergefell v. 
Hodges decision.  6

JUNE

https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/transgender-servicemembers-told-they-must-decide-by-today-how-they-will-be-purged-from-the-military-voluntarily-or-involuntarily/
https://www.nclrights.org/about-us/press-release/national-center-for-lesbian-rights-announces-name-change-to-national-center-for-lgbtq-rights/
https://www.nclrights.org/a-decade-of-marriage-10-years-since-obergefell/


Legal Advocacy
NCLR shapes the legal landscape for all LGBTQ people and families across the nation through its precedent-
setting litigation, legislation and policy.

2024-25 CASE LIST
Custody, Visitation, 
Parentage
Pool v. Richardson
Child Custody
DC

Miles v. Gerstein 
Child Custody/Parentage 
CALIFORNIA 

Wilson v. Williams 
Parentage 
OKLAHOMA

Conversion Therapy
Chiles v. Salazar 
Conversion Therapy
COLORADO/TENTH CIRCUIT/
SUPREME COURT

Catholic Charities v. Whitmer
Conversion Therapy
MICHIGAN/SIXTH CIRCUIT

Transgender Discrimination
Edmo v. IDOC*
Successfully obtained the first court-ordered 
transition-related surgery for a transgender 
person in prison, the case remains open on 
the matter of attorneys’ fees, which a joint 
stipulation has been submitted for, and we 
are awaiting ruling on to close the case. 
IDAHO/NINTH CIRCUIT

*VICTORY: NCLR and co-counsel were able 
to achieve attorneys’ fees for all the work 
that went into our success in the case.

Fisher v. B.O.P.*
Prison denial of adequate transition-related 
care 
OHIO/SIXTH CIRCUIT

*VICTORY: Our client is soon to be released 
from custody and was able to secure 
gender transition care for the remainder of 
her time.

Doe v. Bondi
Challenge by individual transgender 
inmates to Trump Executive Order requiring 
transgender inmates be placed in BOP 
facilities consistent with their sex-assigned 
at birth and denial of transition-related care 
in prison.
DC/DC CIRCUIT

Jones v. Bondi
Second challenge by individual transgender 
inmates to Trump Executive Order requiring 
transgender inmates be placed in BOP 
facilities consistent with their sex-assigned 
at birth and denial of transition-related care 
in prison.
DC/DC CIRCUIT

Doe v. Trump
Third challenge individual transgender 
inmates to Trump Executive Order requiring 
transgender inmates be placed in BOP 
facilities consistent with their sex-assigned 
at birth and denial of transition-related care 
in prison.
DC/DC CIRCUIT

Talbott v. Trump
Transgender Military Ban 
DC/DC CIRCUIT

Transgender Youth
Noe v. Utah High School Activities 
Association
Anti-Transgender Sports Ban
UTAH

Doe v. Horne
Anti-Transgender Sports Ban
ARIZONA/NINTH CIRCUIT 

Healthcare
Boe v. Marshall*
Transgender Healthcare Ban
ALABAMA/ELEVENTH CIRCUIT

*RESOLVED: Following the U.S. v. Skrmetti 
decision from the Supreme Court, Plaintiffs have 
decided to dismiss their claims since they are 
unlikely to succeed with this hostile Supreme 
Court.

Doe v. Ladapo 
Transgender Healthcare Ban
FLORIDA/ELEVENTH CIRCUIT 

Doe v. Thornbury* 
Transgender Healthcare Ban
KENTUCKY/SIXTH CIRCUIT 

*RESOLVED: Following the U.S. v. Skrmetti 
decision from the Supreme Court, Plaintiffs have 
decided to dismiss their claims since they are 
unlikely to succeed with this hostile Supreme 
Court.

Public Accommodation
Roe v. Herrington
Birth Certificates: Gender Marker Change
ARIZONA

Additional Advocacy
•	 Filed friend-of-the-court briefs in 10 cases

•	 Assisted private attorneys in at least 17 
cases* Victory or Resolved Cases
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Helpline
As one of the longest-standing legal helplines serving the LGBTQ community, NCLR receives nearly 1,000 
calls per year with more than 70% of our calls coming from women and a majority from low-income 
people. While calls vary from year to year, historically we have received calls from all 50 states and 
Canada.

HELPLINE CALLS 
BY STATE
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at the forefront of advancing the civil and 
human rights of our full LGBTQ community and 
their families through impact litigation, public 
policy, and public education.

WE ARE
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BOARD MEMBERS
Karen Bowen

Jen Cornell

Zoe Dunning

Erin Fahy

Dulce A. Garcia, M.A.
Co-Chair

Dr. Elisa Diana Huerta
Co-Chair

Chloe Lee
Treasurer

Morey Riordan

Sparks

Gwen Tillman

SENIOR 
MANAGEMENT
Imani Rupert-Gordon 
President

Shannon Minter, Esq.
Vice President of Legal

Jennifer Bing
Vice President of 
Advancement

Shauna Madison
Vice President of People, 
Culture and Equity and 
Compliance Counsel

Lisa Oman
Vice President of Finance 
and Administration

ADVANCEMENT
Malkia Hutchinson
Director of Communications and 
Media 

Ellen Caminiti
Communications Coordinator

Ana Garcia
Philanthropy Coordinator

Tammy Gonsalves
Senior Database Administrator

Elizabeth Lanyon
Associate Director of Philanthropy

Mikaela Rioux
Donor Engagement Manager

BORN PERFECT
Mathew Shurka
Born Perfect Chief Strategist

Michael Airhart
Born Perfect Associate

BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Sara Brogden
Business Administration and HR 
Manager

Staci Peters
Senior Staff Accountant 

Una Chang 
Database Coordinator

IMMIGRATION
Pamela Mercado‐Garcia
Hogar {Home} Program 
Associate

Noemí Calonje
Director of Hogar {Home}

Chelsea E. HaleyNelson
Of Counsel, Hogar {Home}

Christina Lee
Of Counsel, Hogar {Home}

Cara Jobson
Of Counsel, Hogar {Home}

LEGAL
Rachel H. Berg, Esq.
Staff Attorney

Julianna S. Gonen, Esq.
Director of Federal Policy

Janine Grgurina
Legal Assistant

TyrONE Hanley
Director of Racial and Economic 
Justice Initiatives

Bailey Henderson
Legal Assistant

Nesta N. Johnson, Esq.
Family Law Attorney 

Danielle (Danny) King, Esq.
Senior Youth Policy Counsel

KJ Popkin
Staff Attorney

Chris Stoll, Esq.
Senior Staff Attorney

Amy Whelan, Esq.
Senior Staff Attorney

Ming Wong, Esq.
Director of Community Access 
and Justice 
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COUNCILS AND COMMITTEES
National Advisory CouncilNCLR LAW CLERKS

Chashah Johnson
Megan Peterson
Samantha Hutz
Elise Barnathan
Skylar Cushing
Ixchel Lopez
Kiar Rivers

Ruthann Robson, Esq., NY

Abby R. Rubenfeld, Esq., TN

Carmen Vazquez, NY

Kate Clinton, NY

Yesenia Leon, FL

Jill Schlesinger, NY

National Family Law 
Advisory Council 
(NFLAC)
Lauren Barros, UT 

Jane Bassett, MI 

Suzanne Bryant, TX

Carol Buell, NY

Lee Carpenter, PA

Emily Doskow, CA

Mariette Geldenhuys, NY

Diane Goodman, CA

Laura Gray, UT

Kathie Gummere, AZ

Debra Guston, NJ

Janet Helson, WA

Joan Hollinger, CA

Debra Hunt, TX  
(in memoriam)

Eva Juncker, MD & VA

Courtney Joslin, CA

Joyce Kauffman, MA

Deb Kinney, CA

Karen Langsley, TX

LeeAnn Massucci, OH

Allison Mendel, AK

Connie Moore, TX  
(in memoriam)

Patricia Novotny, WA

Tiffany Palmer, PA

Lynn Perls, NM

Nancy Polikoff, D.C.

Raegen Rasnic, WA

Abby Rubenfeld, TN

Elizabeth Schwartz, FL

Julie Shapiro, WA

Susan Silber, MD

William Singer, NJ

Judith Sperling-Newton, WI

Lori Surmay, GA

Kim Surratt, NV

Sharon Thompson, NC

Judith Turkel, NY

Arabia Vargas, TX

Deborah Wald, CA

Tanya Washington, GA

Bradley Weidemann, NC

Richard Wilson, IL

Claudia Work, AZ

Michele Zavos, D.C. & MD

Born Perfect Advisory 
Committee
Prof. Shawn Markus Crincoli

Deb Cuny

Peter Drake

Dr. Judith Glassgold

James Guay

Rev. Debra W. Haffner

Ryan Kendall

Kimberly Inez McGuire

Dr. Caitlin Ryan

Roberta Achtenberg, Esq., CA

Carol Alpert, NY

Susan A. Gore, TX

Joyce Hunter, NY

Lory Masters, TX

Raquel Matas, Esq., FL

Nancy Polikoff, Esq., DC
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NCLR Audited Financial Statements
FOR THE 2024-25 FISCAL YEAR

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Support & Revenue/ 
Grants & Contributions	 $	 8,742,005

Special Events	 $	 77,346

Earned Income:	 $	 932,978

Contributed Services:	 $	 6,794,491

Total Revenues: 	 $	16,546,820

EXPENSES

Program Services	 $	 10,916,915

Management and General	 $	 1,037,096

Fundraising	 $	 797,773

Total Expenses	 $	12,751,784

Net Assets, Beginning of Year	 $	 4,702,261

Net Assets, End of Year	 $	 8,267,297

24-25 EXPENSES

86%
PROGRAMS AND 
SERVICES

8%
MANAGEMENT 
AND GENERAL 

6%
FUNDRAISING 



to the following generous individuals and groups — they enable us to continue 
our cutting-edge civil rights work across the country.

THANK YOU



Donors
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NCLR is proud to 
acknowledge major 
donors whose gifts of 
$1,500 or more annually 
have strengthened our 
legal programs across 
the country.

Names in bold indicate donors for 20 
or more years

*Impact Club donors

CHAMPIONS CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)

The Darden Family Fund at Our Fund

David Dechman & Michel Mercure

The Future Fund

Robert Holgate

Richard Karp Charitable Fund

LesbianGlobal

Lesbians for Good

Sean & Anne Madden

Estate of LeeAnne M. Miller

Murray Reese Foundation

NM Dyke Dollars

Christi Offutt 

The Real Fund

The Scott Foundation

Solidarity Giving  

The Trunk is Up

The Williams & Hart Rainbow Fund

JUSTICE CIRCLE
Anonymous (3)

Ferolyn T Powell Fund

Harrison-Ring LGBTQ Fund

Judy Miles & Renata Sos

Kicking Assets Fund, a fund of Tides 
Foundation

Peace & Possibility Project

Jennifer Rainin & Frances Stevens

ADVOCATE CIRCLE
The Bel-Eve Family Fund

Karen Bowen & Beth Gerstein

Susan Ellard & Judy Harte

Jessica & Alejandro Foung Philanthropic 
Fund

Susan Goldwomon

Nancy Polikoff

Bev Scott & Courtney

Hillary Smith*

Amy Walter & Stephanye Grayson

FREEDOM CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)

Michael Allen & Janice Kaplan 

Mary Babin & Peter Babin

Frank Ching & Charley Kearns

Cathy Ebert

Joan Ferenczy & Gretchen Frederick

Carole Freeman & Sharon McBryde

Douglas & Mary Hallward-Driemeier

Deirdre O’Brien & Mitcie Hanson

Kelly Schnaps

Stahl/Kim Family Fund

Christine Stiefel

Strike a Rock Fund

Mr. and Mrs. David A. Tayeh 

EQUALITY CIRCLE
Jay Cohen Philanthropic Fund

Fund Forward

Tori & Nick Fram

Gaia Fund for Social and 
Environmental Justice

Gareth & Julie Gill*

Janine Guillot & Shannon Wilson

Sean McBride & Steve Cary
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LIBERTY CIRCLE
Anonymous (4)

Karen Abrams & Brandon Garrett

Austin Baidas

Clara Jean Basile & Jeanne Carstensen

Sandra Beck & Sara Cooper

Benson-Farmer Philanthropic Fund

Sandra Blair, Esq. & Carol J. Cohen, 
M.D.

Elizabeth Bremner & Karen Crow

Carol L. Buell

Suzanne Bryant & Sarah Goodfriend

Carroll-Rosenthal Family

The Cosita Fund

David Cover

Culwell Family

Abby Dees & Traci Samczyk

Kerry Dietz & Eva Schocken Fund

Emily Doskow & Luan Stauss*

Ilana Drummond & Sharon Dulberg

Lara & Emma Embry

Gee Harvey Family

Joe Gillach & Reynaldo Zertuche

Give Now Fund

Carole Heath

Andrée S. Hest & Deborah D. Wyatt, 
MD

Kelli Herd

Lisa Honig & Dale Schroedel

Indigo Love /Amy Lipsitz & Diane 
Hayes

Michelle Jester

Amy Lipsitz & Diane Hayes

Gwen Marcus & Nancy Alpert

May Foundation Trust

Sally McCoy & Rev. Rachel K. 
Anderson

Michele McGinn & Lydia Storey

Max Miller & Jose Mendoza

The Mogen Foundation

Myra Roselinsky & Edwina Brown

Susan Sachs

Tammy Samsel & Marie Nakamura

Susan C. Silber

Sherrie Sparks

Debbie Wald & Brooke Shields

Kathleen Williamson

EQUITY CIRCLE
Anonymous (9)

Rosio Alvarez & Jennifer Brody

Robert Anderson & Kyong Shik Eom

Nancy Baker & Cathy Hauer

Kate & Nicole Bartow

Scott L. Bennett Charitable Fund at Our Fund

Jennifer Bing & Lauren Papalia*

Meeks Bray Charitable Fund

Pamela Calvert & Helen Haug

Lorraine Carlson & Isabelle Sarfati

Caroline & Rahel Queer Justice Fund

Anne Casscells & Susan Ketcham

Catherine Chen

Patrick Chung & Matthew Burt

Cyber Cat Catalyst Fund

Daughters Fund

Nancy Davis & Donna Hitchens

Chester Day & Henry Shao

Darren & Mark Day-Duval

Bruce Deming & Jeff Byrne

Zoe Dunning

Lauren Friedman & Lee Rudin

The Gay Empowerment Neumann-
Richardson Fund 

Jennifer Gobershock & Sharon Wray

Ben & William Hamilton

David Howard & An Ly

Erika Jenssen*

Kathy Khuner & Theda Haber 

Katharine Kunst & Katherine Fulton

Lake Melissa Fund

John Luongo

David Madsen & Richard Norris

Samuel M. Maruca & Linda McKoy

Jennifer Miles & Julia Hollinger

Magda Morton & Sarah Raab

Stosh Ostrow & Allen Walterman

Barbara Pallari

Stephanie Pappas & Kristen Dalzen

Lynne Parenti & Tina Ramoy

Sarah Piepmeier & Jennifer Tobits

Purple Lady/ Barbara J. Meislin Fund

Maya Rupert

Madeline Rose

Lori Schechter & Bill Hebert

Jenese & Paul Sieben

A. & Sierra Sparks

Michael Spinelle & George Byars

Gwen Tillman

Annette Tumolo & Cheryl Applewood

Anne Vandenabeele & Annmarie Eldering

Lois Wesly & Anne Dougherty

Nancy Werthan

Thomas Wible
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ANNIVERSARY CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)

A&P Lesbian Fund

Dr Marcy Adelman Fund

Betsy Allen & Janet Sims

Michael Bien & Jane Kahn Philanthropic 
Fund

Eileen Brewer

Dr. Kate Brown & Elisabeth Warren

The Butch and Femme Fund

Sharon Castellanos

Susan Christian

Shelly Cohen

Janet Cornelius & Nancy Voss*

Milo Depew*

Jamie Dupree & Patty Frontiera

Clemmie Engle

Danielle Feinberg & Paige Bowie

Edrie Ferdun

Robert Fram & Jeanne Blamey

Mariette Geldenhuys*

Patricia Grandberry & Arlette Smith

Paul Grellong

Robert Guter

Victoria Hall*

Richard D. Hannan Family Foundation

David M. Helbraun & R. Boone Callaway

Kris Hermanns & Merri Baldwin

Joan & David Hollinger

Mary Ann Horton

The Immekus/Crary Family

Joyce Kauffman

Roxanne Kellam & Leslie Brandt

Trudy A. Keltz

Elizabeth Kim*

Evan King & Alanna Hein

Kate Kleba & Tara Bakhle*

Sheila Kloefkorn*

Nancy J. Koch & Jane Stafford

Geoff Kors & James Williamson

Chloe Lee

Roslyn J. Leiser & Lida R. Guion

Ellen Leonard

Jane Levin & Judith Reisman

Diane K. Lincoln

Jennifer Mauk*

Sherri & Melanie Montenegro

Stephen F. Mershon

Karen Myers*

Becky Neiman-Cobb

Katharine Nevins & Shiyan Koh

Margie Norris

Jennifer Protas*

Allen Quenneville Fund

Kristin Reed

Eric Rescorla

Debra Resnik

Cindy Rizzo & Jennifer Schwam

Timothy Rodrigues & Alan Mason

Ces Rosales & Susan Ferrera

Diane Sabin & Jewelle Gomez*

Lisa Sbrana

Linda M Scaparotti

Elizabeth Schwartz & Lydia Martin*

Michael Sears & Ben Redcross*

Cheryl Sena Charitable Fund

The Wallace Sexton Fund

Laura Silvestri

Naomi Sobel & Becky Silverstein

ZemoStehling Giving Fund

Ramon Sukhai*

Andrew Tagliabue & Mark Jones

Sandra Tullius & Lisa Enloe

Kathleen Veit & Heather Hadlock*

Vanessa Vignon

Ruth & David Waterbury

Kristie Whitehorse & Erin Dominguez*

Michael Williams*

Frank H. Woo & Sheldon Sloan*

Tina Woodward & Lynda Elliott*
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KATHRYN FRIEBE LEGACY CIRCLE

When life-long lesbian activist Mary Kathryn Friebe died of cancer at the age of 81 in 2002, she continued her commitment to NCLR by making a 
very generous bequest to our organization. In her memory, we established the Friebe Legacy Circle, designed to honor and recognize individuals 
to confirm their dedication to LGBTQ rights by including NCLR in their estate plans. We are grateful for the visionary generosity of donors who have 
joined the Kathryn Friebe Legacy Circle.

Lisa Friedman 

Lynn Gallagher 

Linda Garber & Barbara Blinick 

Lesbians for Good 

Mary Gendron, PhD 

Tamara George 

Sheila Gershen 

Paula Getz & Susan Christensen 

Leslie E. Giblett 

Gareth & Julie Gill 

Andrea M. Gillespie 

Tonei Glavinic 

Emily L. Gochis 

Jill Gover & Ann Burck 

Judy Graboyes 

Alena Hagedorn 

Leslee Hamilton 

Estate of Elinor A. Hamm 

Lesbians Helping Others

Julie Harris 

Sheryl Harris  

Estate of Stuart Biegel 

Jennifer Bing & Lauren Papalia 

Sandra Blair & Carol J. Cohen, M.D. 

Clare Brigidini 

Brian Bringardner & Dennis Moyer 

Margaret Broenniman & Lilli Marin 

Cathleen Burns 

Joan Butcher 

Caren Cafferata-Jenkins 

Janis Callon 

Lucia J. Capron

Helen J. Carroll

Robyn Caruso 

Nanci Clarence & Lidia Szajko 

John J. Corso, Jr. 

Gregory Courtney 

Jemma T. Crae 

Kathleen Crandall, Lori Gitter and Family 

Kathy Cruz 

Henrietta Currier

Estate of Judith E. Davis 

Brian De Vries & John Blando 

Teresa DeCrescenzo 

Estate of Beryll G. Deming 

Donna Dugger 

Estate of Jim Duggins, Ph.D. 

Margaret Dwyer 

Anita Easland & Diane Naylor 

Cathy Ebert 

Estate of Lynne M. Eggers 

Susan Ellard & Judy Harte

Clemmie Engle 

Wendy Erdly & Clara Liang 

Laura Ericson & Stephanie Karous 

Susan Essaf & Dalene Bartholomew 

Rob Evans & Terry Micheau

Page Faegre 

Farmer Millier Family Trust

Jan Felshin & Edrie Ferdun 

Aisling Ferguson 

Erin Flynn & Chloe Atkins 

Pam Foy 

David F. Freedman 

Estate of Kathryn Friebe 
CONTINUED 6

Anonymous (16)

Chris Adams & Fran Becker 

Marcy Adelman Ph.D. 

Betsy L. Allen 

Judy Allen & Susan Seaburg 

Rosio Alvarez 

Estate of Henry van Ameringen 

Lesley J. Anderson, M.D. 

Rev. Rachel Anderson & Sally McCoy 

Sharyn R. Bahn 

Nancy Baker & Cathy Hauer 

C. Edwin Baker Trust 

Nicole & Kate Bartow 

Clara Jean Basile & Jeanne Carstensen 

Estate of Alvin H. Baum 

Lois Beeby & Betty Widdows 

Yvonne Behrens & Teri Eastburn 

Dan Bellm & Yoel Kahn 

Bonnie Benitez 

Maureen Bennett 

Lori Biagini & Pat Ritchie 

Estate of Ann Biderman 
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Mark Hartman & Ron Norris 

Carolyn Harvey 

Estate of Pan Haskins 

Dawn L. Hassell, Esq. 

Cathy Hauer & Nancy Baker 

Estate of Chris Hawkins 

Ruth Herring 

Constance Hiatt & S. Kathleen Doster 

Russell Hilkene 

Arlene F. Hoffman & Christine 
Leonardich 

Susan Jan Hornstein & Rosemary Ward 

Estate of Joie B. Hubbert 

Estate of H. Nona Hungate 

Suzanne L. Israel & Laurie Hanover 

Stephanie Jaeger & Beth Stanley 

Pamela Johns 

Amy K. Johnson 

Estate of Gloira Kapp 

Burke Keegan & Jackie Boda 

Kate Kendell 

Estate of Debra Kent 

Gillian Khoo 

Margaret Kingdon 

Clarissa C. Kripke & Gail Ludwig 

Pat L. Kruger 

Cynthia Leitman 

Ana Linder & Luisa Inca 

Kerry Lobel 

Martha Loomis 

Tam Martin 

Catharine Martin 

Estate of Ida Martinez 

Lory Masters 

Ken Mau 

Lisa & Laura McCally-Sprague 

Brandon McCormick 

Anne McGivern 

Jan Medina 

Jerri-Ann Meyer 

Kimberly Miller 

Julia Misplon & Anna Durbin 

Alyce Moore 

Jane Moyer & Janet Free 

Marcia Munson 

Dena Narbaitz 

Gillian Nash & Jana Rich 

Estate of Laurel M. Nett 

Lisa “Buffalo” Nichols 

Joyce D Nordquist 

Margie Norris 

Christi Olson, Ph.D & Dian Torres 

Angela Padilla 

M. Elizabeth Parker 

Estate of Gail Pass 

Kathleen Paulo 

Ann Peace 

Janet Phillips 

Sina Pierret 

Marj Plumb & Tracy Weitz 

Kris Poindexter McHan & Susan McHan 

Andrea Polisky 

Lois Ann Porter

Rachel Pray 

Nicki Randolph 

Deborah Ray 

Debra Reabock 

Karla Rikansrud & P. Diane Wild 

Lynn Riordan 

Ric Roane 

Patsy Rogers 

Estate of Gerald B. Rosenstein 

Adrienne Roy 

Aimee E. Saginaw 

Linda Scaparotti, Esq. 

Suzi Schultz 

Elizabeth Schwartz & Lydia Martin 

Bev Scott & Courtney 

The Shapiro Family Foundation 

Kaitlin & Jim Sherwood 

Maryann R. Simpson & Cynthia 

Asprodites 

A. Sparks 

Sue Sponnoble 

Moli Steinert & Donna Canali 

Deen Taylor 

Estate of Thelma W. Taylor

Karen Tobi 

Dana Topping

Ramon Torres & John Stewart 

Sheryl Traum 

Casey Valk & Dayna DiCesare 

Margaret Van Camp 

Jim Walker 

Elaine Walsh 

Karen Weber & Denise Corrao 

Lonnie Weiss 

David Wexelblat & Susan Wexelblat 

Kerri Wilder 

Mary Wilder 

Camille Wojtasiak 

Anne Zachritz 

Dena Zaldúa & Cameron Duerden 

Sonni Zambino 

Arlene Zarembka & Zuleyma Halpin  

Estate of Jan Zobel 

Barbara Zoloth
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IMPACT CLUB MEMBERS

NCLR thanks donors who give monthly or quarterly to provide reliable, sustaining support to NCLR’s legal programs and services year round.

Divelbess

Jenny Casagrande

Elizabeth Chase

Andrea Childs

Joy Ciccone -Jet

Kevin Clark

Kristine Clerkin

Thomi Clinton

Christine Coffman

Gail E. Collins

Jennifer Cornell

Sara Cosca-Warfield

Dorothea & Jan Crosbie-Taylor

Craig Cross

Diane Davis

Trevor Davis

Jessica Deamer

Mary Dean

Lynn Dickson Brown

Sarah H. Draper

Karyn Dunphy

Robin Dusek

Erica Ehrhardt

Hunter Elenbaas

Sarah Elkind & Beth Holmberg

Justine Enes & Tina Lison

Fran Fassman

Elizabeth  Feckter

River Ferretti

Lauren Marie Fleming

Kit Frick

Laura Frye-Levine

Dulce Garcia

Barbara Garrity

Gary Goodfriend

Bruce Grant

Laura Gray

Aislyn Greene

Lee Griesbach & David Miller

Alice Grimm

Jennifer Gunnell

daphne h

Mahsa Hakimi

Sweta Haldar

Lesbians Helping Others

Erin Harper

Stephanie Haynes

John Hebb

Gail Heller

Suzanne Hermanson

Laura Hermer

Cody Hoesly & Kirsten Collins

Melissa Holmes & Jennifer King

Major Laurel A. Hull

Annabelle Ison & Daniel Mahoney

Nicole Jaureguy

Casey Jones & Leigh Hausler

Cynthia Jones-Klausing & Janice Jones-
Klausing

Shauna Joseph & Kathy Olberts

Dean & Sally Jue

Katie Kaput

Rev. Deirdra R. Kearney & Luisa Porrata  

Leslie Keirns

Leon Kempers

Kate Kendell

Christina Mae Ketcham & Diane Ketcham

Gwen Kibbe

Tiffany Kilper

Nancy King

Hayden King

Liberty Kirkeide

CONTINUED 6

Anonymous (7)

Miriam Abrams & Rosemary Robinson

Carol Acitelli

Christine Allen

Bridget Allen

Megan Anshutz

Aaron Baggs

Gab Baisas

Erin Batchelder

Maurice Belote & Alan Broussard

Maureen Bennett & Linda Sanches

Joan Biren

K. Blanchard

Alexis Bourdamis

David Brass

Angela Brenner

Katie Brenny

Megan Brooks & Amy Brooks

Monique Buzzarte

Glen Buzzetti

Anna Marie Caffardo & Mary 
Fischerkeller

Cheryl Calhoun & Ester De Jong

Col. Grethe  Cammermeyer & Diane 
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Claudia Kirkwood

Susan Kitchin & Johna Tolch

Jenna Knasin

Sarah Knipper

Tabitha Koh

John Kruse & Gary Beuschel

Kim Kupferman & Kristi Kupferman

Martha La Bounty

Elizabeth Lanyon & Arzo Nazamy

christina law

Abby Leefer

Joy Legreid

David LeVota

Lori Lewis & Ilya Pratt

Lisa Liljedahl & Brenda Rice

Michael & Amos Lim

Stephanie Lindeman

Gretchen Lintner

Arla Dee Linton & Danette Mulrine

Kathleen Luce

Susan Ludwig

Deb Lyon

Jason Macario

Dhara MacDermed

Janet Malachowsky & Lenore Davis

Jon Marshack

Andrea Martens & Heather Trout

Sarah Marxer & Lisa Wanzor

Allyson Mathis

Brandon Maust

Howard May

Kathleen McAleenan

Mary McCanta & Holly Huston

Virginia McCulloh & Nancy Kohlreiter

Mary McDermott

Laura McNamara

Beth Medoway

Allison Mendel & Marjorie Kaiser

Naomi Metz & Jennifer Foley

Jerri-Ann Meyer & Leslee Hamilton

Ellen Meyers & Kim Anno

Margo Michaels

Jamey Moore

Tracie Morrison & Bonnie Rudy

Mary Morten

Catherine & Mary Mullalond

Claudia Myers

Myat Naing

Nadine Navarro

Cynthia Neumann

Ryiah Nevo

Nancy Newhart

Stacy North

Ann E. Northrop

Lurana O’Malley

Adetunji Olude & Eve Goldstein-Siegel

Victoria Ortiz

Eleanor Oxman

Gael Parks & Julia Wolfe

Anne Paschkopic

Will Pearson

Dr. Rob Pisarski

Melanie Pivarski

John Porter

Cesar Portillo

Julia Proctor

Nicole C. Raeburn

Martina Reaves & Tanya Starnes

Susan Renison

Hilary Rice

Cindy & Ellen Robinson

Laura Rogers

Philip Sanders

Gregory Santos

Naomi Scheman

Aubree Schmidt

Sara Shahgholami

Diana Shane

Maria Shaw

Wynne Shaw

Mike Shriver

Alix Simonetti

Marjorie Slabach & Dianne Safholm

Melissa Smiley & Patricia Wren

Cheryl Smith & Nancy Halas

Emma Soichet

Karen Solt

Tessa Springer

Quita St. John

Marsha Stanley & Mary Dunn

Becca Stewart

Heather Stewart

Justin Stout

Glenn Stover

Samuel Strelkoff

Katherine Strelkoff & Karen McNally

Sande Sutter & Nance Matson

Jeffery Thomas

Amy Todd

Diane Trice

Ruth Tucker & Cyndi Williamson

Marilyn Turner

Heidi Vandermolen & Daniel Hofmann

Hollyann Vickers Keng
CONTINUED 6
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Helena & Chris Von Rueden

Julie Walcer

Alexis Wald & Karen Wald

Matthew Walker

Jim Walker

Kim Wallace & Laurie Pepin

Ron Wallen

Joseph J. Wardenski

Eidell Wasserman

Dorothy Wax & Meryl Towarnicki

Daniela Wellisz

Joanne Wiggins

Tiffany Wilgar

Tobias Wolff

Transgender Health and Wellness Center

Joanne Jablow Yunich

Sara Zettervall

Jean Zhao

PRO BONO ATTORNEYS & 
LAW FIRMS
Arnold & Porter

Brown Goldstein & Levy, LLP

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP

Cooley LLP

Debevoise & Plimton LLP

Employment Defense Counsel

Haley Nelson Law, PC

Hoguet Newman Regal & Kenney

Hopkins Law and Associates

Immigrant Legal Defense

Jenner & Block LLP

King & Spalding

Kropf Moseley Schmitt PLLC

Langer Grogan & Diver P.C.

Lightfoot, Franklin & White, LLC

Lowenstein Sandler

Morgan, Lewis & Brockius LLP

Osborn Maledon

Perkins Coie

Pitt McGehee Palmer Bonanni & Rivers

Rodrick & Solange MacArthur Justice 
Center

Stapleton Segal Cochran LLC

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

FOUNDATIONS AND 
CHARITABLE FUNDS
Anonymous (2) 

ActBlue Charities 

Amalgamated Charitable Foundation 

American Endowment Foundation 

Arcus Foundation 

Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund 

Bright Funds Foundation 

California Community Foundation 

California Health Care Foundation 

Charities Aid Foundation of America 

Combined Jewish Philanthropies 

Community Foundation Serving 
Boulder County 

Community Foundation Sonoma 
County 

Community Thrift Store 

DAF Giving 360 

Daffy Charitable Fund 

The Danielson Foundation 

Dare Foundation 

Eagan Family Foundation 

Eos Foundation 

Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund 

Firedoll Foundation 

Foundation for the Carolinas 

Frontstream 

Gilead Foundation 

Gill Foundation 

Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund 

Horizons Foundation 

ImpactAssets 

Jewish Community Federation 

Jewish Community Foundation San Diego 

Johnson Family Foundation 

Kirkland and Ellis Foundation 

The Klarman Family Foundation 

Laughing Gull Foundation 

Lehman-Stamm Family Fund 

The Leonard-Litz LGBTQ+ Foundation 

LGBT Charities 

Marin Community Foundation 

Mightycause Charitable Foundation 

Ms. Foundation for Women 

National Charitable Endowment 

Network for Good 

The New York Community Trust 

Nike USA 

Nine2626 

Our Fund Foundation 

Pledgeling Foundation 

Pride Foundation 

Raymond James Charitable Endowment 
Fund 

RBC Wealth Management 

CONTINUED 6
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Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

The Rose Foundation for Communities and 
the Environment 

RSF Social Finance 

The San Francisco Foundation 

Sobrato Family Foundation 

Solidarity Giving   

Stanislaus Community Foundation 

Stonewall Community Foundation 

TIAA 

Tides Foundation 

UBS Financial Services Inc. 

UK Online Giving Foundation 

United Way California Capital Region 

United Way of Capital Area 

UnitedHealth Group 

Vanguard Charitable 

Walter & Elise Haas Fund 

Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC 

Wellspring Philanthropic Fund

EVENT SPONSORS
Anonymous 
Rosio Alvarez & Jennifer Brody 
Sophia Andary 
Bank of San Francisco 
Bing Consulting Services, Inc. 
Ginna Brelsford 
Cooley LLP 
Emily Doskow & Luan Stauss 
Razan Ezzeddin 
Golden State Warriors & Valkyries 
Hafner Vineyard 
J.C. Hamilton 
Horizons Foundation 
Elisa D. Huerta 
Jenner & Block, LLC 
Kaiser Permanente 
Keker, Van Nest & Peters LLP 
Kirkland & Ellis 
Marriott International 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Molson Coors 
MoZaic Care Inc 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  
Rosen Bien Galvan & Grunfeld LLP 
Lori Schechter & Bill Hebert 
Ting & Associates 

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation 

CORPORATE AND WORKPLACE DONORS
AbbVie, Inc.

Adobe Systems Inc. Matching Gift 
Program

ADP

American Express Company

American Family Mutual Insurance

Ameriprise Financial Services Inc

Apple Matching Gifts Program

AT&T

Autodesk Inc.

Benevity

Blue Shield of California

C.H. Robinson

Carlton Fields

Charles Schwab

Cooley LLP

Costco

Cybergrants

Dell Technologies

Disney

Dolby Laboratories

Edward Jones

Fifth Third Bank

Gartner Inc

Genentech, Inc.

Genworth Financial

Gilead Foundation

Give Lively, LLC

Google Inc.

Hanson Bridgett, LLP

The Hartford

Medtronic

Medtronic Inc. - GEM

Merrill Lynch

Microsoft-Matching Gifts

Morgan Stanley

Morrison & Foerster LLP

NEFT Global

New Relic

Oppenheimer & Co. Inc.

Oracle

Pacific Gas and Electric Company

PayPal Giving Fund

Pershing

PG&E Lesbian & Gay Employees

PwC US and Mexico

Queerly Beloved Pottery

Raytheon Technologies

Singer & Fedun, LLC

Starbucks Corporation, Starbucks 
Pride Network

Vanguard Matching Gift Program

Workday
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